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ABStRACt

The present catalogue lists the type specimes of 112 nominal “poneromorph” ant species housed in 
the Formicidae collection of the Hymenoptera laboratory, Museu de Zoologia da Universidade 
de São Paulo (MZSP). The catalogue includes types of Amblyoponinae, Ectatomminae, 
Heteroponerinae, Ponerinae, and Proceratiinae, that is, all poneromorph (sensu Bolton, 
2003) but for the monotypic Paraponerinae, of which the collection bears no type specimens. 
We present here information on type categories (holotype, paratype, syntype, lectotype, and 
paralectotype), label data, nomenclatural changes since the original description and type 
specimens conservation status. At last we present indexes for the taxa names presented.
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The purpose of the present catalogue is to pro-
vide updated information on poneromorph type 
specimes of the MZSP collection, following Article 
72 F.4 of the International Code for Zoological No-
menclature (1999).

The poneromorph group of ants, as defined by 
Bolton (2003), is distributed worldwide and consists 
of circa 1,700 described species in 49 genera of six 
subfamilies: Amblyoponinae, Ectatomminae, Hetero-
ponerinae, Paraponerinae, Ponerinae and Proceratii-
nae (Bolton et al., 2006). In spite of Bolton’s (2003) 
consideration of poneromorph as an “unofficial group-
name”, he distinguished it from other closely related 

IntRodUCtIon

The Formicidae collection housed in the Hy-
menoptera laboratory of the Museu de Zoologia da 
Universidade de São Paulo (MZSP) is under con-
struction since the end of the 19th century and is to-
day one of the largest and more representative ant col-
lections in and for the Neotropical region, as regard 
to the number of specimens, including types, and 
localities (Brandão, 2000). The history of the MZSP 
Formicidae collection was outlined by Klingenberg & 
Brandão (2005), when they listed the Attini types in 
the same collection.
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