
assemblages of subfamilies within the Formicidae. 
Recent molecular studies, (Ward, 2007, and included 
references) however, do not support the monophyly 
of the group of subfamilies Bolton included in his 
poneromorphs. Notwithstanding, this phylogeneti-
cally artificial group of ants has ecological meaning, as 
the species included share predaceous non-migratory 
habits and hence impose similar ecological impacts in 
other small animals fauna. This is why we decided to 
treat them as a group, as we believe readers would find 
useful to have this information together in a single 
publication. To evidence the artificial character of the 
subfamilies group we use from now on the notation 
“poneromorphs”. The only “poneromorph” subfamily 
not represented by type specimens in the MZSP is the 
monotypic Paraponerinae.

MAtERIAl And MEtHodS

In preparing this catalogue, all specimens bearing 
type labels were studied by comparing information 
in the original descriptions; information regarding 
references not available in the laboratory library was 
found in Agosti & Johnson (2005). More informa-
tion was acquired through the handwritten catalogues 
of Hermann von Ihering, Hermann von Lüederwaldt, 
Walter W. Kempf, and Thomas Borgmeier, all deposi-
ted in the MZSP. The classification used follows Bol-
ton et al. (2006) and includes the changes published 
by Mackay & Mackay (2006). The nomenclature for 
types follows Frizzell (1933) and the ICZN (1999) 
definitions.

To avoid unnecessary duplication, we do not 
present full taxonomic references, which can be found 
in Bolton et al. (2006). The combination of type 
names are cited alphabetically within subfamilies and 
genera, as accepted nowadays. We use the follow-
ing abbreviations: coll. = collection, Coll. Borgm. = 
T. Borgmeier Collection, DZSP = Departamento de 
Zoologia da Secretaria de Agricultura de São Paulo 
Collection (nowadays MZSP), FM = Field Museum 
of Natural History, MCZ = Museum of Comparative 
Zoology at Harvard University, MP = Museu Pau-
lista da Universidade de São Paulo, MZSP = Museu 
de Zoologia da Universidade de São Paulo, USNM = 
United States National Museum of Natural History, 
WMMann = W. M. Mann Collection, and WWK or 
Coll. Kempf = W. W. Kempf Collection; w = work-
er, g = gyne, m = male; col. = collector; leg. = legit. 
Futhermore, we indicate the conservation status of 
the type specimens recorded in the present catalogue 
by the abbreviations: L = leg, and A = antenna. L1, 

L2 and L3 represent thus the left legs and L4, L5 and 
L6 the right legs, or their missing parts. We use A1 for 
the left antenna and A2 for right antenna, noting also 
missing segments using the same notation. Finally, we 
present an index of all the valid names listed in the 
present catalogue. The complete information regard-
ing all names listed here can be found in Bolton et al. 
(2006).

To present the information regarding MZSP 
poneromorph types, we adopted the following or-
der: species name, author, year of publication: page 
number in which the species name first appeared; type 
specimen category: number of type specimes with the 
respective sexes / castes; locality (in the original lan-
guage, mainly Portuguese), date, collector, and addi-
tional information not given in labels, but present in 
the written catalogues and other sources (presented 
between brackets). When necessary, we comment on 
the conservation status of the types, indicating lacking 
body parts or whether the specimen is disarticulated 
(in all cases kept in the same pin), and indicate the 
changes in taxonomic status of the species here listed.

RESUltS

The present catalogue includes types of 112 
nominal species, of which 82 (73%) are still valid, 
while 30 (27%) were considered junior synonyms by 
previous authors. Of the rich poneromorph type col-
lection housed in the MZSP, 24 are represented by 
holotypes only, whereas 19 by holotypes and para-
types, 32 only by paratypes, 35 by syntypes, and two 
by lectotypes. The majority of the types (66%) was 
described by Father Thomas Borgmeier, Father Wal-
ter W. Kempf, Willian M. Brown Jr. and F. Santschi.

Subfamily Amblyoponinae

tribe Amblyoponini

Genus Amblyopone Erichson, 1842

Amblyopone agostii Lacau & Delabie, 2002:36. Holo-
type: w; paratype: w. Brasil. BA[hia], Monte Pas-
coal, 16°52’03”S e 39°55’03”[W]; 18.vii.1997; 
Santos, J.R.M. [col.]. Paratype: 1 worker, dis-
articulated head, missing L1 tarsi, L2 claw, L3 
tibia, L4 tarsi, L5 femur, L6 claw.

Amblyopone cleae Delabie in Lacau & Delabie, 
2002:34. Holotype: w; paratypes: 3 w. Bra-
sil, Ba[Bahia], Itororo[ó], 1 km N. Fazenda 
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