
207Mutis and Pheidole mutisi n. sp.

Figure 2. Pheidole mutisi new species. A. Head in full face view, holotype major worker (soldier). B. Body in lateral view, holotype major worker
(soldier). C. Head in full face view, paratype minor worker. D. Body in lateral view, paratype minor worker.

view, length of mesosoma, diagonally from posteroventral
corner of mesosoma to farthest point on anterior face of
pronotum, excluding the neck; PSL Propodeal spine length:
Distance from inflection point between dorsal face of
propodeum and base of spine to tip of spine; PMG Depth of
promesonotal groove: A line tangent to dorsalmost convexities
of pronotum and mesonotum, measuring perpendicular distance
from this line to bottom of promesonotal groove; SPL
Propodeal spiracle width: Includes cuticular ring; PTW Petiole
width (dorsal view); PPW Postpetiole width (dorsal view); IHT
Distance between inner hypostomal teeth (major workers only);
OHT Distance between outer hypostomal teeth (major workers
only).

Indices: CI Cephalic index : HW / HL x 100. SI Scape index:
SL / HL x 100. PSLI Propodeal spine index: PSL / HL x 100.
PMGI Promesonotal groove index: PMG / HL x 100. SPLI
Propodeal spiracle index: SPL / HL x 100. PPI Postpetiole
index: PPW / PTW x 100. HTI Hypostomal tooth index: IHT
/ OHT x 100. The description follows the format of Wilson
(2003). The pictures were taken in the Ant Room, of the
Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University using
the Automontage (Syncroscopy inc) processing software.

Depositories
ICN. Insect Collection, Instituto de Ciencias Naturales, Uni-
versidad Nacional de COLOMBIA, Bogotá D.C., Colombia.
MCZ. Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University,
Cambridge, USA.

Pheidole mutisi new species (Figs. 1, 2).

Type (Major). COLOMBIA, Nariño. Altaquer. Barbacoas. El
Barro. Ñambí Natural Reserve, 1º18’N 78º05’W, 1200 m., 1-
march-2006, S. Cabrera leg. No. 32 (Deposited in ICN);
Paratypes (One major, two minors), same data (Deposited in
ICN, MCZ).

Etymology. Named after José Celestino Mutis, the distin-
guished XVIII naturalist, named “The Wiseman”, a Neogra-
nadinian who realized the first study of habits in tropical ants
in the Americas.

Diagnosis. A medium size member of the P. diligens group,
distinguished by the following traits.

Major. Light brown, medium sized, head slightly longer than
broad, sides slightly convex, vertex deeply convex in the middle,


