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some taxa, which resulted in the synonymy of a number of infraspecific names. Hence the genus has never
before been investigated in its entirety, nor has its morphology been closely studied. 

Five species are currently recognised in the genus, of which two, bequaerti and gabonensis, are widely
distributed in the Afrotropical forest zone and are usually collected in leaf litter samples and pitfall traps. They
nest in and under rotten wood, and sometimes directly in compacted soil. At least two species, gabonensis and
sveni, will also nest in upright or fallen termitaries, but are by no means common in such places (Dejean, et al.
1996, 1997). Phrynoponera species are not generally considered to be termitophagous, but in truth their actual
diet remains unknown, so termites may form a part of it. Individuals are not particularly numerous in litter
samples. Belshaw & Bolton (1994) recorded the two species that occur in Ghana (bequaerti, gabonensis) as
comprising only 0.08% of individuals in the leaf litter ant fauna. Beyond these few facts, nothing is known of
their biology.

Measurements and indices

Measurements were taken using an optical micrometer, to the nearest 0.01 mm, on a Wild M5 microscope. All
measurements are in millimetres.

Total Length (TL). The total outstretched length of the ant from the mandibular apex to the gastral apex.
Head Length (HL). The length of the head capsule excluding the mandibles, measured in full-face view in

a straight line from the midpoint of the anterior clypeal margin to the mid-point of the posterior margin. In
species where one or both of these margins is concave the measurement is taken from the midpoint of a trans-
verse line that spans the apices of the projecting portions. 

Head Width (HW). The maximum width of the head behind the eyes, measured in full-face view.
Cephalic Index (CI). HW divided by HL, × 100.
Scape Length (SL). The maximum straight-line length of the scape, excluding the basal constriction or

neck.
Scape Index (SI). SL divided by HW, × 100.
Ocular Index (OI). Maximum diameter of eye divided by HW, × 100.
Pronotal Width (PW). The maximum width of the pronotum in dorsal view. 
Weber’s Length (WL). The diagonal length of the mesosoma in profile, from the point at which the prono-

tum meets the cervical shield to the posterior basal angle of the metapleuron.
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