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Genus Phrynoponera

Phrynoponera Wheeler

Phrynoponera Wheeler, W.M. 1920: 53. Type-species: Bothroponera gabonensis André, 1892: 50, by original designa-
tion. [Synonymy with Pachycondyla by Snelling, 1981: 389; revived from synonymy by Bolton, 1994: 156 (in key);
Bolton, 1995: 42.]

Diagnosis of worker and queen (gyne)
Characters included in the diagnoses that are thought to be apomorphies are printed in italics. 
Workers are known for all species; queens are known for all except pulchella.
1 Mandible with 3–8 teeth; without a basal pit but with a weak basal groove. 
2 Masticatory margin of mandible somewhat oblique; basalmost tooth at the rounded basal angle; mandi-

ble at most subtriangular, usually the basal and external margins roughly parallel.
3 Palp formula 4,4. 
4 Frontal lobes large but not hypertrophied; median portion of clypeus extends back between them as a

narrow triangle, to beyond the midlength of the lobes. Frontal lobes do not overhang anterior clypeal margin
in full-face view.

5 Antenna with 12 segments, gradually incrassate apically but without a differentiated club.
6 Metanotal groove vestigial to absent (worker caste only). 
7 Metapleural gland orifice simple, posterolateral.
8 Propodeum stoutly bispinose.
9 Propodeal spiracle with orifice slit-shaped.
10 Mesosternal and metasternal processes present.
11 Mesotibia and metatibia each with two spurs; the anterior spur on each small, simple to barbulate, the

posterior spur pectinate.
12 Pretarsal claws small and simple. 
13 Petiole surmounted by a high, stout scale that curves posteriorly over the base of the gaster and is

armed dorsally with 5 long teeth or spines.
14 Petiole sternite appears simple in profile, with a short anteroventral process that is followed by a feebly

sinuate to weakly convex simple plate.
15 Sternite of petiole in posterior view very complex, see discussion below.
16 Prora apparently absent but actually unusually modified and concealed, see discussion below.
17 Gastral segment 2 (abdominal segment IV) with differentiated but unusual presclerites, see discussion

below.
18 Gastral tergite 2 (abdominal tergite IV) with stridulitrum usually absent, rarely vestigial.
19 Queen (gyne) only: alate when virgin, very similar in size to conspecific workers, varying from slightly

larger to slightly smaller. Head with three ocelli present and mesosoma with full complement of flight scler-
ites. Mesopleuron with a weak transverse sulcus (absent in workers). Jugal lobe present on hindwing.

In addition, workers of all known species have moderately large eyes (OI 19–27) and are strongly sculp-
tured over the entire body. On the dorsal mesosoma the sculpture is coarse and usually consists of a coarse
rugoreticulum, the spaces within the reticulum being depressed and concave. On the mesonotum the longitu-


