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that the surfaces become entirely covered in a sharply defined reticulate-punctate blanket and the tergal sur-
faces become less glossy. At any point in this sequence of increasing density of punctation small costulae may
appear, first around the setal pits then more extensively between the pits. The costulae increase in density and
extent, and become more obviously longitudinal and parallel, until in the most coarsely sculptured series the
sculpture of the first and second gastral tergites is entirely of dense longitudinal costulae upon a reticulate-
punctate ground-sculpture. The third gastral tergite is usually just reticulate-punctate, but in the most densely
sculptured workers some longitudinal costulae may also appear on this sclerite. In general the form of the gas-
tral sculpture is only slightly variable within nest samples, but the changes in sculpture outlined form a grad-
ual and continuous sequence in which there are no obvious breaks. Posterior margins of the gastral sclerites
are usually reddish (yellowish in tenerals), but in some the sclerites are entirely black.

All the synonyms listed above were based on workers, or workers and queens, except for heterodus,
which was based on an isolated queen. All were founded on slight variations of colour and sculpture except
for heterodus, which had a dental count at the higher end of the range seen in the species. The dental count of
heterodus was reported as 7 by Wheeler (1922), but there are actually 6 teeth on the right mandible and appar-
ently 7 on the left, which is mostly concealed by the overlapping right mandible. All of these characters are
now known to be gradient and to lack taxonomic value at species-rank. Brown’s (1950) summary dismissal of
all the “varieties” was therefore justified. Many queens are now represented in collections and they exhibit the
same gradient variations in colour, sculpture and dental count as are shown by the worker caste. 

Males of this species, discussed above, originated in two series with the data: Ghana: Tafo, 11.vi.1970
and 26.vi.1970; respectively “in wet-rotten log” and “wet-rotten branch in leaf litter” (B. Bolton). In the first
series the male was collected with both workers and queen, in the second with workers. Both are in BMNH
and one specimen is in LACM.

P. gabonensis is the most common, widely distributed and frequently encountered member of the genus.
Specimens are usually retrieved from leaf litter samples but also occur in pitfall traps. The species is known to
nest in and under rotten wood, in compacted soil and in termitaries. 

Material examined. Ivory Coast: Lamto (J. Lévieux); F.C.Haute Dodo (K. Yeo); F.C. Cavally (K. Yeo).
Ghana: Tafo (D. Leston); Tafo (B. Bolton); Mt Atewa (R.W. Taylor); Mt Atewa (D. Leston); Bunso (D.
Leston); Bunso (R. Belshaw); Mamang River (K. Yeo). Cameroun: Mbalmayo (N. Stork); Tissongo (D. Jack-
son); Nkoemvon (D. Jackson); Prov. Sud, P.N. Campo, ESE Campo (B.L. Fisher); Res. Campo, Massif des
Mamelles (B.L. Fisher); Res. de Campo (D.M. Olson); Res. de Fauna de Campo, ESE Ebodjé (B.L. Fisher);
Prov. Sud-Ouest, Bimbia For. (B.L. Fisher). Gabon: CNRS, Makokou (W.H. Gotwald); Makokou (I. Lieber-
burg); Prov. Estuaire, Pointe Ngombe, Ekwata (B.L. Fisher); F.C. Mondah, NNW Libreville (B.L. Fisher);
Prov. Woleu-Ntem, ESE Minvoul (B.L. Fisher); Prov. Ogooue-Maritime, Res. Moukalaba, NW Doussala
(B.L. Fisher); Res. Moukalaba, SW Doussala (B.L. Fisher); Res. Monts Doudou, NW Doussala (B.L. Fisher);
Res. Monts Doudou (S. van Noort); WNW Doussala (B.L. Fisher). Central African Republic: Res. Dzanga-
Sangha, NW Bayanga (B.L. Fisher); P.N. Dzanga-Ndoki, Mabéa Bai, NE Bayanga (B.L. Fisher); P.N. Dza-
nga-Ndoki, Lidjombo (B.L. Fisher). Democratic Republic of Congo: Kikwit (A. Dejean); Ituri For., vic.
Epulu (T. Gregg); Epulu (S.D. Torti); Ituri For., Beni-Irumu (N.A. Weber); Walikale (Ross & Leech); Irangi,
Luhoho Riv. (Ross & Leech); Ituri, Mont Hoyo (Ross & Leech); Akenge (H.O. Lang); Medje (H.O. Lang);
N’Gayu (H.O. Lang); Gamangui (H.O. Lang); Avakubi (H.O. Lang); Stanleyville (Lang & Chapin); Baf-
wasende (H.O. Lang); Kitempuka (Gérard); Banalia (Bequaert). Angola: Dundo, Carrisso Park, R. Luachimo
(no collector’s name). Sudan: Imatong Mts, Equatoria (N.A. Weber); Lotti For. (Myers); Azza For. (Myers).
Uganda: Kibale For. N.P., Kanyawara (Quicke & Laurenne); Lake Victoria, Nkosi I, S. Sesse (G.D.H. Car-
penter); Zika Forest, nr Entebbe (G. Arnold). Kenya: Kakamega For., Kaunosi (A. Loveridge); Kakamega
Distr., Isecheno Nat. Res., Isecheno (R.R. Snelling); Isecheno Forest Res. (W. Okeka); Kakamega Distr., Yala
River For. Res. (R.R. Snelling); Kakamega Distr., Bunyangu Nat. Res., Salazar Circuit (Snelling & Espira). 


