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mesosoma. Propodeal teeth in dorsal view short, broad at base and blunt apically. Petiole broad, width at base
of spines ca. 2.00, surmounted by 5 spines that are all short and stout. Outer pair of petiolar spines the longest,
broadly triangular and weakly divergent. Median spine only slightly longer than the flanking pair. Gastral
tergites 1–3 shagreenate to extremely finely and densely reticulate-punctate, with scattered larger setal pits;
tergites also densely clothed with subappressed to appressed pubescence. Setae on first gastral tergite suberect
to subdecumbent, short, maximum length ca. 0.22. 

Paratype workers. TL 11.5–12.0, HL 2.40–2.48, HW 2.40–2.62, CI 100–106, SL 1.92–2.04, SI 78–80,
PW 1.88–1.96, WL 3.44–3.68, maximum diameter of eye 0.56–0.58, OI 22–23 (3 measured). As holotype but
mandible with 3–5 teeth. In one specimen the left mandible has 5 teeth, the right mandible 3. 

Holotype worker. Kenya: Kora Res., Tana River, 22.vii.1983, 0-100 m., no. 5c, Acacia-Commiphora
scrub (N.M. Collins & M. Ritchie) (BMNH). 

Paratypes: 9 workers (2 dissected, on same pin), with the same data (BMNH, CASC).
This large species is immediately identified by its unmodified clypeus, characteristic gastral sculpture,

short stout petiolar spines and dense propodeal and gastral pubescence. It also retains traces of a stridulitrum,
absent from all other known species.

Non-paratypic material examined. Kenya: Malindi Distr., Arabuko-Sokoke For. (Snelling & Martins).
Tanzania: Mkomazi Game Res., nr Dindera Dam (A. Russell-Smith).

Phrynoponera sveni (Forel)
(Figures 6a–d)

Pachycondyla (Bothroponera) sveni Forel, 1916: 398. Syntype workers, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO: no
loc. (Kohl) (MHNG) [examined]. [Combination in Phrynoponera by Wheeler, W.M. 1922: 80.]

Worker. TL 10.5–11.4, HL 2.20–2.36, HW 2.15–2.26, CI 95–98, SL 1.88–2.00, SI 86–91, PW 1.76–1.88,
WL 3.20–3.48, maximum diameter of eye 0.52–0.58, OI 24–27 (7 measured).

Mandible with 4 teeth, smooth with scattered setal pits; some fine striation also may be present. Median
portion of anterior clypeal margin shallowly convex to almost flat, lacking a prominent tooth on each side of
the midline. Dorsum of head irregularly rugose to reticulate-rugose medially, the rugae sometimes smeared
and confluent, chaotic rather than well defined. More laterally on dorsum the sculpture becomes more
strongly reticulate-rugose, never with sharply defined costulae that radiate from the midline. Outer pair of pet-
iolar spines very much longer than the median spine; intermediate spines slender and distinctly shorter than
the median. Gastral tergites 1 and 2 finely longitudinally costulate on a reticulate-punctate background sculp-
ture. Gastral tergite 3 reticulate-punctate only, or with a few feeble costulae present. Mesosoma, petiole and
gaster with patches of cuticle that show dull metallic blue reflections.

All specimens examined had 4 teeth on the mandible, but because other species show some variation in
this, individuals with 5 teeth are probably to be expected. Cephalic sculpture is coarse and disorganised. In
some specimens the reticulate rugae are quite sharply defined everywhere, the reticulae becoming more broad
towards the lateral margins. In others, the rugae near the midline are close-packed and blunted, the reticulae
small, and the overall appearance is of coarse but chaotic sculpture. In some other species, blue metallic
reflections are frequent on the propodeal declivity and elsewhere, but in sveni they are more widely distrib-
uted and appear always to be present. Samples of this species have been collected from rotten logs, in leaf lit-
ter samples, in pitfall traps, and from termitaries. 

Material examined. Cameroun: Mvini (A. Dejean); Ottotomo (A. Dejean). Gabon: Prov. Ogooue-Mari-
time, Res. Monts Doudou, NW Doussala (B.L. Fisher). Central African Republic: Res. Dzanga-Sangha,
NW Bayanga (B.L. Fisher); Dzanga-Ndoki, Lidjombo (B.L. Fisher). Democratic Republic of Congo: Medje
(Lang); no loc. (Kohl); Kongolo (A. Watsham).


