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latter has palpal formula maxillary 4:labial 3, versus 3:3 in one SE Asian species and 3:2 in others. A small, 
wide-ranging species from peninsular Malaysia, Sarawak, Sabah and Rakata I (Krakatau) resembles L. azu-
mai, as do others from Luzon and Sarawak. Several Bornean species are larger, with heavier sculpturation and 
long pilosity. Compared to the Lordomyrma type-species, L. furcifera (Figs 7, 8 - illustrated also in dorsal 
view as L. bensoni by Donisthorpe, 1949, figs 1, 2) all are relatively heavily sculptured, with strongly defined 
antennal scrobes, which are differently (less heavily) sculptured than other frontal parts of the head, much 
more conservative mesosomal structure and unexceptionally developed propodeal spines. They lack dorsally 
rounded or spinose extensions to the petiole or postpetiole. Several have relatively heavy gastral sculpturation 
(see illustrations of L. reticulata (Sarnat & Lucky, 2008)).

The congeneric affinity between L. azumai and L. furcifera was recognized by Yasumatsu (1950). The 
extremes between the azumai habitus and that of furcifera are now more clearly bridged than before by sev-
eral known New Guinean species, including L. cryptocera (Figs 5, 6) and L. infundibuli (Figs 9, 10).

Given this wide distributional range with limited records it is certain that more Asian Lordomyrma species 
in nature must await discovery.

Australian Lordomyrma species

There are at least 4 or 5 known mainland eastern Australian species represented in the ANIC and confidently 
referable to Lordomyrma. L. punctiventris (Figs 3, 4), alone is named. The similar L. leae is known only from 
Lord Howe Island. 

Interspecific morphological diversity is low among Australian Lordomyrma species, as in the Asian spe-
cies, which they generally resemble (compare Figs 1, 2 with Figs 3, 4 - undescribed Asian and Australian spe-
cies are even more alike than these). They likewise relate to bridging elements of the New Guinean fauna, 
including L. cryptocera (Figs 5, 6), sufficiently to confirm their long-recognized congeneric affinity with L.
furcifera, and assignment to Lordomyrma. The palpal formula in four investigated species is 3:3.

The mainland Australian species are deployed along the continental east coast and Great Dividing Range, 

in rain forest or wet sclerophyll habitats, from Iron Range (12o S lat.) in the north, to central New South Wales 
(Shattuck, 1999, fig 502). Few sympatric associations are represented. The known Iron Range species has 
affinities with others from New Guinea (it is for example the only Australian species lacking antennal scrobes, 
structures absent in several New Guinean and some New Caledonian species). The more southern Australian 
taxa, with L. leae, constitute a close-knit species group, that of L. punctiventris. An undescribed species simi-
lar to L. punctiventris was illustrated by Hölldobler & Wilson, 1990: 110.

Lordomyrma species of lowland New Guinea and adjacent islands

Over 20 Lordomyrma species are known from New Guinea and adjacent Islands, but only 9 have been named. 
Most were described originally in Lordomyrma.

There is much greater structural variability among these species than those of Asia and Australia com-
bined; the fauna is thus both species-rich and morphologically diverse.

Four taxa (L. crawleyi, L. cryptocera, L. infundibuli and L. furcifera, with its junior synonym L. bensoni), 
were described from a 175-180 km section of the north coast of mainland New Guinea, between Maffin Bay 

(138o51'E), West Papua, and Aitape (142o21'E), Papua New Guinea. The L. accuminata and L. rupicapra types 
very likely also came from near the north coast of the former German colony of Kaiser Wilhelms Land, 

between 141oE and 148oE. L. niger was described from 2, 500 ft. on Waigeo (= Waigeu) I., northwest of the 
West Papuan Vogelkop, and L. epinotalis far to the east, from Ysabel I, Solomon Islands.


