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apically hooked propodeal spines. The anterior clypeal border carries a median point, the frontal carinae and 
antennal scrobes are vestigial, the petiole strongly and distinctively dorsolaterally bispinose and the postpeti-
ole usually conical above, the antennae are 12-merous and the palpal formula 3:2 in 4 examined species. The 
clypeal structure, hooked propodeal spines, paired petiolar spines and dorsally extended postpetiole distin-
guish Ancyridris from Lordomyrma. Differently configured bilateral petiolar spines are present in Lor-
domyrma rouxi (Figs 17, 18), but they almost certainly represent a homoplasy.

Available specimens are from scattered sites in Papua New Guinea, with very few known from Indonesian 
West Papua. Sets of up to four sympatric or near-sympatric species are represented, and sympatric associa-
tions with Lordomyrma species are unknown. Ancyridris species are as distinctive and bizarre as some of the 
derivative lowland New Guinean Lordomyrma species. Despite this, their interspecific morphological diver-
sity is relatively low and quite different in degree from that seen among the structurally diverse lowland New 
Guinean and New Caledonian Lordomyrma species. The genus compares most closely in the nature of its 
diversity to the Fijian Lordomyrma fauna (see above).

One species from moss forest on Mt Kaindi near Edie Creek (07o21'S, 146o40'E) is a morphologically spe-
cialized workerless parasite collected from the nest of another free-living species. Two additional sympatric 
free-living species are found in the vicinity.

The prospects for discovery of further such sympatric assemblages of Ancyridris species, including addi-
tional undescribed taxa, could relate directly to the large number of myrmecologically unexplored high moun-
tain blocs on New Guinea. This significant group is surely not yet well represented in collections.
. 

The status of Cyphoidris Weber

Cyphoidris Weber, 1952: 26. Type species (by monotypy): Cyphoidris spinosa Weber, 1952: 26 (Ituri Forest, 15 miles N 
of Beni, ZAIRE). 

C. exalta (Bolton), 1981: 258, fig. 17; Korup Reserve, CAMEROON.
C. parissa (Bolton), 1981: 258; Gibi, LIBERIA. 
C. spinosa (Weber), 1952: 26, figs 7, 8; Ituri Forest, 15 miles N of Beni, ZAIRE. 
C. werneri (Bolton), 1981: 259; Rangiro, RWANDA.

Bolton (1981) suggested affinity between Lordomyrma and the Afrotropical genus Cyphoidris (Figs. 23, 
24) Three characters putatively distinguishing the latter: (1) antennae 11- versus 12-merous; (2) palpal for-
mula unreduced, maxillary 4: labial 3; and (3) propodeal spiracles close to the posterolateral margins of the 
declivity. The first feature remains characteristic of Cyphoidris versus Lordomyrma. The second is now 
known in at least one Asian Lordomyrma species (L. azumai - see above), where others investigated here have 
reduced palpal formulae (3:3, 3:2 or 2:2). Bolton (2003) separately records palpal formulae 4:3, 3:3 and 3:2 
for Lordomyrma. Character (3) is represented in some Indo-Australian species, while others have propodeal 
spiracles situated further forwards, towards the middle of the lateral wall of the sclerite. The character ‘num-
ber of antennal segments’, while still used with due discretion, is today accorded little of its former broad sig-
nificance in myrmicine taxonomy and alone is insufficient to sustain Cyphoidris as a distinct genus. These 
African taxa are in fact quite close in habitus to the presumably conservative Lordomyrma species of Asia and 
Australia, and would perhaps have been assigned to Lordomyrma were they Indo-Australian.

Cyphoidris was comprehensively reviewed by Bolton (1981). C. parissa has been reported from West 
Africa, L. exalta and L. spinosa from Central Africa, and C. werneri from East Africa. C. spinosa was 
recorded by Bolton from Ituri Forest, Zaire (the type locality), Duque de Bragança Falls, Angola, and Agbo-
ville, Ivory Coast; the other species only from their type localities (see species list above). C. spinosa and C.
exalta were well illustrated by Bolton (1981, figs 15-17) and the spinosa figures reproduced by Hölldobler & 
Wilson (1990: 103). 


