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Type species: Myrmicocrypta brittoni (Mayr, 1884) (original designation) (junior synonym of Mycetophylax 
conformis)

Worker: Monomorphic ants belonging to the Attini tribe. Integument areolate, smooth and shiny at the 
metapleural gland. Sculpture of the mandible discs varies between species. Hairs short, appressed.

Head longer than wide, almost triangular, the greatest width of head at posterior third. Compound eyes at 
the anterior third of head capsule, convex, surpassing the lateral margin in frontal view. Anterior margin of 
labrum slightly concave in the middle otherwise rounded. Triangular mandibles with seven to ten teeth at 
masticatory margin, which is smooth, without any trace of sculpture. Apical teeth longer than the others, 
which are reduced in size basally; the most basal tooth appearing as a denticle. Posterior portion of clypeus 
extending up to the level of the antennal insertions. Posterior margin of clypeus visible as a distinct suture; 
frontal area triangular and shallowly impressed. Area between preocular carina and frontal carina free of hairs, 
distinct (in M. morschi this area is particularly impressed, although the lateral expansion covers only the base 
base of the scapes, and not as in the true antennal scrobes of Cyphomyrmex, where most if not all of the scape 
can be lodged inside the scrobe). Frontal lobes laterally produced and covering the antennal insertions; frontal 
carinae reaching the posterior third of the head. Vertexal margin concave; posterolateral lobes rounded. 

Mesosoma without spines, smooth or bearing only rounded protuberances. Pronotal shoulders rounded. 
Promesonotum moderately convex in profile. Propodeal spiracle clearly visible, as well as the opening of the 
metapleural gland. Petiole longer than high; in lateral view, peduncle very short, with an undifferentiated 
node. Subpetiolar process always distinct, blunt, with rounded apex. In dorsal view, postpetiole always wider 
and longer than the petiole. Posterior margin of postpetiole straight, without an impression or distinct lobes.
Gaster without tubercles or protuberances; a little smaller than the head.

Gyne: Color, pilosity and sculpture as in conspecific workers, but with three equally developed ocelli in 
the middle of the head. Anteriorly rounded scutum, scutum-scutellar sulcus convex in relation to the scutum. 
Axilla well developed. Parapsides almost indistinct, set between parapsidial lines and latero-posterior margin 
of the scutum which is limited by a carina. Anepisternum and katepisternum divided by a suture. 
Katepisternum anterior border sinuous. Petiole, postpetiole and gaster like those of the workers. Gaster with 
the same width as the head.

Male: Pilosity similar to that of conspecific workers and gynes. Triangular mandibles with five to seven 
teeth; the apical always longer than the others. Clypeus bulging until the frontal area. Head without antennal 
scrobes, at most with a depressed area where the antennae articulate; antennal scapes almost twice as long as 
the funiculus and always surpassing the posterolateral corners of the head. Small, impressed, hairless frontal 
area. Compound eyes set at the anterior half of head, occupying almost half to one fourth of its lateral margin, 
in full face view. Three equally developed ocelli. Antennae with 12 to 13 segments. Anterior part of scutum 
smooth with a median hairless furrow. Parapsidial lines parallel in relation to the main body axis. In dorsal 
view, prescutellum slender and scutellum narrower posteriorly. Posterior border of scutellum concave, with 
two protuberances directed backwards. Katepisternum and anepisternum divided by a distinct suture. Petiole 
and postpetiole like those of conspecific workers. Gaster slender, twice as wide as the postpetiole, with the 
same width as the head including compound eyes. 

Comments: The species of the more narrowly defined Mycetophylax can be easily separated from other 
Attini by the subtriangular head shape, well developed frontal lobes which completely cover the antennal 
insertions, absence of deeply impressed antennal scrobes (see comments for M. morschi below), triangular 
mandibles, median clypeal seta present, mesonotum without spines or protuberances, and the posterior margin 
of postpetiole straight without any impression; in alate forms the radial cell of forewing is closed (see 
diagnoses and descriptions). The lack of a well supported phylogeny for the Attini does not afford hypotheses 
on the evolutionary history of most characters, but these character states in combination are exclusive to 
Mycetophylax in the revised concept.

Mycetophylax, in this new definition, is a rather compact taxon, including three species that nest only in 
“restingas” (sandy dunes) along the South Atlantic coast, where they may be locally abundant, and in 


