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and to concentrate increasingly on a particular prey species as its population 
increases. Polygyny is a useful attribute because colony fragments can easily be 
transferred to establish new colonies (Way and Khoo, 1992). All the literatures on 
beneficial and potentially beneficial ants especially the ants' role in biological 
control and pest management were reviewed by Way and Khoo (1992). 

Iran is a large country incorporating various geographical regions and 
climates; therefore it would be expected that there are a diverse fauna of ants in 
this region. But the fauna of this important and large family was studied very 
poorly in Iran (Modarres Awal, 1997; Ghasemi et al., 2000; Alipanah and 
Dejakam, 2000; Alipanah et al., 2000; Tahmasebi et al., 2000; Tahmasebi and 
Alipanah, 2002; Alipanah, 2004; Askarzadeh et al., 2004). The goal of this paper 
which is a part of large project as "Iranian Formicidae" is introducing the ants' 
fauna in different Iranian agroecosystems.  
 

METHODS 
 

Totally 20 plastic pitfall traps, 8.5×10 cm (diameter × depth), were installed at 
10 m intervals in different rice fields and were part-filled with ethanol 75%. The 
traps were emptied weekly for three crop seasons and the fallen beetles were 
collected and identified. In addition to the pit fall traps, sweepings were 
conducted randomly in different rice fields of Northern Iran. Also several 
samplings were conducted after harvesting the crops in autumns and winters by 
the mentioned methods.  
 

SPECIES LIST 
 

Totally 39 species of the 17 genera (Camponotus, Cataglyphis, Formica, 
Lasius, Lepisiota, Plagiolepis, Polyrhachis, Aphaenogaster, Cardiocondyla, 
Crematogaster, Messor, Monomorium, Pheidole, Solenopsis, Tetramorium, 
Linepithema, Tapinoma) and three subfamilies (Formicinae, Myrmicinae and 
Dolichoderinae) were collected and identified from Mazandaran Province. Almost 
the materials were collected by the senior author and are deposited in the 
collection of the second author.  
  

Family Formicidae 
Subfamily Formicinae 

 
Camponotus oasium Forel, 1890 
Ghaemshahr (Ahangarkola), November 2001; Joibar (Divkola); August 2002. 
*Camponotus xerxes Forel, 1904 
Amol, June 2005; Ghaemshahr (Sarokola), April 2006.  
*Cataglyphis auratus Menozzi, 1992   
Amol, September 2005. 
*Cataglyphis albicans var. auratus Menozzi, 1932 
Amol, August 2005; Babol (Amirkola), July 2006. 
*Cataglyphis lividus Andre, 1881 
Savadkooh (Zirab), June 2003.  
*Cataglyphis nodus var. drusa Santschi, 1929 
Amol, April 2005; Fereydonkenar, November 2005. 
*Cataglyphis semitonsus Santschi, 1929       
Savadkooh (Polsephid), July 2000.  
*Formica glauca Ruzsky, 1896 
Amol, Aug. 2005; Babol (Bandpey), May 2006. 
 


