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Worldwide spread of the flower ant, Monomorium floricola (Hymenoptera: Formicidae) 

James K. WETTERER 

 

Abstract 

The flower ant, Monomorium floricola (JERDON, 1851), is one of the most widely distributed ants of the tropics and 
subtropics. Occasionally, it is also found in temperate areas in greenhouses and other heated buildings. To evaluate the 
worldwide spread of M. floricola, I compiled published and unpublished specimen records from > 1100 sites. I docu-
mented the earliest known M. floricola records for 119 geographic areas (countries, island groups, major Caribbean is-
lands, US states, and Canadian provinces), including many locales for which I found no previously published records: 
Alaska, Anguilla, Antigua, Barbados, Barbuda, Bermuda, Cape Verde, Cayman Islands, Congo, Curaçao, Dominica, 
Nevis, New Zealand, Phoenix Islands, Quebec, St Kitts, St Martin, and Washington DC. Most records of M. floricola 
from latitudes above 30°, and all records above 35°, appear to come from inside greenhouses or other heated buildings. 

Although widespread, M. floricola is rarely considered a serious pest. However, because this species is very small, slow 
moving, cryptically colored, and primarily arboreal, I believe that it is probably often overlooked and its abundance 
and ecological importance is underappreciated. Monomorium floricola may be particularly significant in flooded man-
grove habitats, where competition with non-arboreal ants is much reduced. 
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Introduction 

FOREL (1911) listed 15 cosmopolitan ant species spread by 
human commerce that had attained, or were in the pro-
cess of attaining, broad worldwide distributions. Many of 
these "tramp" ants have become major ecological, agricul-
tural, and / or household pests, e.g., Pheidole megacephala 
(FABRICIUS, 1793) and Linepithema humile (MAYR, 1868). 
Others have not, as yet, developed into major problem spe-
cies, e.g., Tetramorium bicarinatum (NYLANDER, 1846) and 
Tetramorium lanuginosum MAYR, 1870. One of FOREL's 
(1911) cosmopolitan ants that is rarely considered a major 
pest is the flower ant, Monomorium floricola (JERDON, 1851). 

WILSON & TAYLOR (1967) wrote: "M. floricola is one of 
the most abundant and widespread of all pantropical ant 
species ... It is almost wholly arboreal, forming large col-
onies in trees and bushes in habitats of various degrees of 
disturbance. It is a prominent urban species in most trop-
ical countries." On our campus here in Jupiter, Florida, 
M. floricola is inconspicuous and difficult to find in visual 
searches, yet this tiny species commonly recruits in large 
numbers to bait placed in trees. Even when found, M. flori-
cola workers can be difficult to capture. When collecting 
M. floricola using an aspirator, I find workers often cling 
tenaciously to tree trunks and branches and must be scraped 
off the surface. On bark, M. floricola workers can disappear 
into the smallest crevice. Because this species is minute, 
slow moving, cryptically colored, and primarily arboreal, I 
believe that M. floricola is probably often overlooked, and 
its abundance and ecological importance is largely under-
appreciated. Here, I take a closer look at this tiny ant.  

Identification and taxonomy. Monomorium floricola 
has small and slender monomorphic workers (1.7 - 2.0 mm 
total length) that are relatively simple to identify. They are 
distinguished by their minute size and distinctive bicolor 
appearance, with the pale mesosoma, petiole, and post-
petiole contrasting with the uniformly dark brown head and 
gaster (Figs. 1 - 4). Workers of most similarly tiny Mono-
morium species are either entirely uniform in color (e.g., 
Monomorium ebeninum FOREL, 1891, Monomorium mono-
morium BOLTON, 1987) or have the head and mesosoma 
paler than the gaster (e.g., Monomorium pharaonis (LIN-
NAEUS, 1758)). HETERICK (2006) noted that some particu-
larly dark-headed specimens of the highly variable Mono-
morium termitobium FOREL, 1892, a species from Mada-
gascar, closely resemble M. floricola in appearance. But 
M. floricola "can be distinguished by the combination of a 
uniformly dark brown or chocolate head and gaster. In M. 
termitobium the gaster is not uniformly dark brown or black, 
although it may be a dingy brownish-yellow or yellow with 
dark infuscation" (HETERICK 2006). 

Junior synonyms of M. floricola include: Monomorium 
angusticlava DONISTHORPE, 1947 from New Guinea (syno-
nymized by BOLTON 1987), Monomorium cinnabari RO-
GER, 1863 from Cuba (synonymized by WHEELER 1913), 
Monomorium floreanum STITZ, 1932 from the Galapagos 
Islands (synonymized by W. Brown in LINSLEY & USINGER 
1966), Monomorium impressum SMITH, 1876 from Rodri-
guez Island (synonymized by BOLTON 1987), Monomorium 
poecilum ROGER, 1863 from Cuba (synonymized by EME- 


