
 

 

Figs. 1 - 4: Monomorium floricola. (1) Head of worker from Lautoka, Fiji; (2) lateral view of the same worker; (3) dorsal 
view of the same worker; (4) two workers tending a mealybug on Isla Contadora, Panama (photos 1 - 3 by Eli Sarnat, 4 by 

lex Wild). A
 
 
RY 1894), and Monomorium specularis MAYR, 1866 from 
Samoa (synonymized by MAYR 1879). HETERICK (2001, 
2006) synonymized the two remaining subspecies of M. 
floricola: Monomorium floricola furinum FOREL, 1911 from 
Sri Lanka and Monomorium floricola philippinense FOREL, 
1910 from the Philippines, though HETERICK (2001, 2006) 
did not examine the types of either. 

BOLTON (1987) placed M. floricola in the Monomorium 
monomorium species-group, a predominantly Afrotropical 
group with 69 known species from tropical Africa and "an 
unknown but quite large number" of species in other zoo-
geographical regions (BOLTON 1987). Within the M. mono-
morium group, BOLTON (1987) defined nine Afrotropical 
species-complexes, but M. floricola did not belong to any 
of these. Instead, BOLTON (1987) placed M. floricola in the 
M. boerorum FOREL, 1910 complex, "a large complex of 
21 species comprising all those forms which do not fit any 
of the above complexes, and hence merely lumped here for 
convenience." 

Common name. JERDON (1851) named this species 
floricola (Latin for flower or floral), having observed the 
ant "in small numbers on flowers and leaves." Few authors 
have used any common name for M. floricola. BARTH 
(1953) and SELLENSCHLO (1991a, b, 1994) used the Ger-
man common name Braunrote Blütenameise (= brown-red 
flower ant) for M. floricola. Similarly, NAUMANN (1993) 
listed brownish-red flower ant as a common name for M. 
floricola in Australia. Recently, DEYRUP & al. (2000) pro-
osed a new common name for M. floricola: the "bicolor-

ed trailing ant," with "trailing ant" the common name de-
signated for the genus Monomorium. Although M. floricola 
is distinctly bicolored, so are many other Monomorium spe-
cies (usually with the head and mesosoma paler than the 
gaster, e.g., M. pharaonis). In addition, the common name 
"bicolored trailing ant" would seem more appropriate for 
Monomorium bicolor EMERY, 1877. 
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I have used the common name "flower ant" for M. flo-
ricola, based on its Latin name. This simple common name 
is distinctive and should not be confused with that of any 
other ant. Also, this common name fits well with the incon-
spicuous and unappreciated "wall flower" nature of this spe-
cies. In addition, M. floricola is known to feed on the nec-
tar of flowers (e.g., GUERRANT & FIEDLER 1981, HABER 
& al. 1981, JUNKER & al. 2007). 

Methods 

I documented the worldwide range of M. floricola using 
both published and unpublished records. Unlike some other 
tramp ant species, M. floricola is relatively easy to identify 
correctly, and therefore identifications in the literature gen-
erally appear to be reliable. I obtained unpublished site re-
cords from museum specimens in the collections of the 
American Museum of Natural History (AMNH), the Arch-
bold Biological Station (ABS), the British Natural History 
Museum (BMNH), the Museum of Comparative Zoology 
(MCZ), the Oxford University Natural History Museum 
(ONHM), and the Smithsonian Institution's National Mu-
seum of Natural History (SI). Stefan Cover confirmed iden- 
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