
 

 

Fig. 5: Worldwide distribution of Monomorium floricola. 
 
 
tifications of all MCZ specimens. In addition, I used on-line 
databases with specimen records from the Australian Na-
tional Insect Collection (ANIC), California Academy of 
Science (CAS), and Essig Museum at UC Berkeley (UCB). 
I also received unpublished site records from J. Woinarski 
(Australia), B. Guénard (Quebec), J. Fellowes (Hong Kong, 
Hainan), D. Ward (Phoenix Islands), and G. Dlussky (Sa-
moa). Finally, I collected M. floricola specimens on num-
erous Pacific, Atlantic, and Caribbean Islands, and in Flo-
rida (e.g., WETTERER 2002, WETTERER & VARGO 2003).  

I obtained geographic coordinates for collection sites 
from published references, specimen labels, maps, or geo-
graphy web sites (e.g., earth.google.com, www.tageo.com, 
and www.fallingrain.com). If a site record listed a geo-
graphic region rather than a "point locale," and I had no 
other record for this region, I used the coordinates of the 
largest town within the region or, in the case of small is-
lands and natural areas, the center of the region. I did not 
map records of M. floricola on boats or intercepted in tran-
sit by quarantine inspectors. For some sites, it is not clear 
whether records come from established, transient, or indoor 
populations. Sometimes, I had to infer collection dates of 
specimens based on data from other sources, e.g., specimens 
collected by Charles T. Bingham in Burma must predate 
Bingham's retirement to London in 1894.  

Results 

I compiled published and unpublished specimen records 
from > 1100 sites worldwide (Fig. 5). I documented the 
earliest known M. floricola records for 119 geographic ar-
eas (countries, island groups, major Caribbean islands, US 
states, and Canadian provinces), including many locales for 
which I found no previously published records: Alaska, 
Anguilla, Antigua, Barbados, Barbuda, Bermuda, Cape Ver-
de, Cayman Islands, Congo, Curaçao, Dominica, Nevis, 
New Zealand, Phoenix Islands, Quebec, St Kitts, St Mar-
tin, and Washington DC (Fig. 5; Tabs. 1 - 6). 

In tropical Asia, M. floricola is now known from all 

countries except Bangladesh and Cambodia (Tab. 1). In 
tropical Oceania, M. floricola has been found in all island 
groups except Nauru and Tuvalu (Tab. 2). In my recent col-
lections in the West Indies, I collected this species on vir-
tually every island I visited (Tab. 4). The only major West 
Indian island group remaining without M. floricola records 
is the Turk and Caicos Islands, a group that I have not yet 
surveyed. A lack of records from these few tropical Asian, 
Oceania, and West Indian countries almost certainly re-
flects poor sampling rather than absence of M. floricola.  

There are no records of M. floricola from West Asia, 
and very few from continental Africa (Fig. 5), though again, 
this may be due to poor sampling. It seems likely that thor-
ough surveys of many port cities in tropical Africa would 
find M. floricola.  

Most records of M. floricola from latitudes above 30°, 
and all records above 35°, appear to come from inside green-
houses (e.g., the Biodôme in Montréal and Biosphere 2 in 
Arizona) or other heated buildings (e.g., in Zurich and 
Washington DC). The highest latitude record came from 
Anchorage, Alaska (61.2° N; see Tab. 6). The label indi-
cated that the specimen had been collected "on dried meat," 
so it is possible that it was collected in quarantine on im-
ported meat.  

Discussion 

Monomorium floricola is one of the world's most broadly 
distributed tramp ants. It is widespread in tropical regions 
of both the Old and New World (Fig. 5). Monomorium 
floricola records are also common in subtropical parts of 
southern Japan and peninsular Florida (Fig. 5). In addition, 
M. floricola is occasionally found in greenhouses and other 
heated buildings in temperate areas, primarily Europe and 
North America. These temperate records, however, are very 
few compared with those of its congener Monomorium 
pharaonis (the pharaoh ant), a tropical ant with indoor rec-
ords from almost every country in Europe and state in the 
US (J.K. Wetterer, unpubl.). 
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