
Tab. 3: Earliest known records for Monomorium floricola 
from Africa and neighboring islands. Abbreviations as in 
Tabs. 1 and 2, and MCZ = Museum of Comparative Zool-
ogy.  

 ≤ Earliest record 

+ Mascarene 
+ Islands 

≤ 1874 (SMITH 1876 as M. impressum) 

+ Seychelles ≤ 1897 (FOREL 1897) 

+ Congo ≤ 1913 (H.O Lang, MCZ): Niangara 

+ Nigeria  ≤ 1914 (SANTSCHI 1914) 

+ Equatorial 
+ Guinea 

≤ 1939 - 1940 (MENOZZI 1942) 

+ Ghana ≤ 1970 (B. Bolton, BMNH): Tafo 

+ Angola ≤ 1972 (D. Kistner, MCZ): Dundo 

+ Cameroon ≤ 1980 (D. Jackson, BMNH): Nko'emvon 

+ Tanzania ≤ 1983 (M.J. Way, BMNH): Chwaka 

+ Togo ≤ 1985 (B. Dufour, BMNH): Tové 

+ Madagascar ≤ 1989 (P.S. Ward, MCZ): 4 km ESE Andoany 

+ Cape Verde ≤ 2003 (J.K. Wetterer): Praia Branca 

 
floricola in a particular region appears to reflect the date 
of the first thorough ant surveys rather than the spread of 
the ant. Thus, determining its native range and reconstruct-
ing the chronology of its spread as an exotic is not pos-
sible using specimen records. 

EMERY (1893) concluded that the close relationship of 
M. floricola "to other, less widespread species of the East 
Indies supports the assumption that their homeland lies in 
that region." Most subsequent researchers have concurred 
that M. floricola is a tropical Asian species (e.g., WILSON 
& TAYLOR 1967, DLUSSKY 1994, WETTERER 2002, SNEL-
LING 2005, ABBOTT & al. 2006). Others have more broadly 
considered M. floricola an Old World species (e.g., CREIGH-
TON 1950, SMITH 1965, DUBOIS 1986, DEYRUP & al. 2000). 
SMITH (1965) wrote that its "original home appears to be 
the African or Oriental Region, probably the latter." The 
known distribution of M. floricola (Fig. 5) suggests an ori-
gin in Asia, where the species is widespread, rather than in 
Africa, where records are scarce. 

In contrast to all earlier researchers, in a review paper 
on exotic ants in Brazil, FOWLER & al. (1994) listed the 
geographic origin of M. floricola as subtropical North Am-
erica. Similarly, in a review paper on urban ants in the 
Neotropics, CHACÓN DE ULLOA (2003) wrote that M. flori-
cola came from North America. Neither FOWLER & al. 
(1994) nor CHACÓN DE ULLOA (2003) offered any basis for 
proposing a revisionary view concerning the origin of M. 
floricola, and I know of no evidence to support it. The 
only area in North America with outdoor records of M. flo-
ricola is Florida, where M. floricola appears to be at the 
outer limits of its climatic tolerance and where it is uni-
versally considered an exotic (e.g., CREIGHTON 1950, SMITH 
1965, DUBOIS 1986, DEYRUP & al. 2000).  

Tab. 4: Earliest known records for Monomorium floricola 
from the West Indies. Abbreviations as in Tabs. 1 - 3. 
 

 ≤ Earliest record 

+ Cuba  ≤ 1863 (ROGER 1863, as M. cinnabari &  
≤  M. poecilum): site unknown 

+ Grenada ≤ 1888 (H.H. Smith, BMNH): site unknown 

+ St Vincent ≤ 1893 (FOREL 1893) 

+ Bahamas ≤ 1904 (WHEELER 1905) 

+ Barbados  ≤ 1905 (WHEELER 1905) 

+ Jamaica  ≤ 1905 (WHEELER 1905) 

+ Haiti ≤ 1912 - 1913 (WHEELER & MANN 1914) 

+ Trinidad ≤ 1913 (WHEELER 1916) 

+ Puerto Rico ≤ 1914 (W.M. Wheeler, MCZ): Culebra 

+ Montserrat ≤ 1915 (H. Weber, MCZ): site unknown 

+ Bermuda ≤ date unknown (H. Weber, MCZ): site  
≤ unknown 

+ Martinique ≤ 1916 (T. Pergande, SI): site unknown 

+ Antigua ≤ 1916 (T. Pergande, SI): site unknown 

+ Dominican
+ Republic 

≤ 1920 (G.N. Wolcott, SI): site unknown 

+ Virgin 
+ Islands 

≤ 1935 (BEATTY 1944) 

+ Bonaire ≤ 1937 (WEBER 1948) 

+ Nevis ≤ date unknown (N. Weber, MCZ): site  
≤ unknown 

+ St Lucia ≤ 1970 (C.I. Expedition, BMNH): site unknown

+ Guadeloupe ≤ 1986 - 1987 (JAFFE & al. 1990) 

+ Aruba ≤ 1994 (JAFFE & LATTKE 1994) 

+ Curaçao ≤ 2004 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Piscadera 

+ Dominica ≤ 2004 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Larieu 

+ Anguilla ≤ 2006 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Windward 
≤ Point Bay 

+ St Martin ≤ 2006 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Lotterie Farm 

+ Barbuda ≤ 2007 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Codrington 

+ St Kitts ≤ 2007 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Bayford's 

+ Cayman 
+ Islands 

≤ 2008 (J.K. Wetterer, MCZ): Websters 

 
Impact. In tropical and subtropical areas, M. floricola 

is a common agricultural and indoor pest, but it is usually 
considered only a "minor annoyance" (e.g., DEYRUP & al. 
2000). At times, however, M. floricola can have greater sig- 
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