
Tab. 5: Earliest known records for Monomorium floricola 
from South and Central America. Abbreviations as in Tabs. 
1 and 3, and OMNH = Oxford University Museum of Nat-
ural History. 

 ≤ Earliest record 

French Guiana ≤ 1868 (RADOSZKOWSKY 1883 as M. speculare)

Brazil ≤ 1886 (BLACKBURN & CAMERON 1887 as  
≤ M. specularis) 

Mexico ≤ 1888 (H.H. Smith, BMNH): Vera Cruz 

Bolivia  ≤ 1894 (EMERY 1894) 

Chile ≤ 1901 (FOREL 1901b) 

Belize ≤ 1905 - 1906 (WHEELER 1907) 

Guatemala ≤ 1912 (W.M Wheeler, MCZ): Patului 

Guyana ≤ 1914 (G.E. Bokin, BMNH & OMNH):  
≤ Georgetown 

Panama ≤ 1923 (Zetek; MCZ): Las Sabanas 

Colombia ≤ 1924 (L.E. Cheesman, BMNH): Isla Gorgona

Costa Rica ≤ 1925 (F. Nevermann, SI): Hamburg Farm 

Galapagos ≤ 1925 (STITZ 1932) 

Honduras ≤ 1935 (M. Bates, MCZ): Bonacca Island 

Surinam ≤ 1936 (N.A. Weber, MCZ): Courantyne 

Venezuela ≤ 1940 (collector unknown, MCZ): Moitaco 

Cocos Island  ≤ 1963 (HOGUE & MILLER 1981) 

El Salvador ≤ 1972 (KEMPF 1972) 

Nicaragua ≤ 1993 (MAES & MACKAY 1993) 

Paraguay ≤ 2002 (WILD 2007) 

 
nificance. In the Philippines, BANKS (1911) wrote that M. 
floricola was one of the most serious enemies of the silk-
worm. In Puerto Rico, PLANK & SMITH (1940) found M. 
floricola was the most common ant tending pineapple mea-
lybugs. WAY & BOLTON (1997) found M. floricola nesting 
in coconut trees in all countries studied (Malaysia, Phil-
ippines, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, and Trinidad), where they 
fed on coconut pests. In the Society Islands, CHEESMAN 
& CRAWLEY (1928) wrote that, "Monomorium floricola 
swarmed on the coasts, firmly established as house-ants in 
all the villages visited." In São Paulo, Brazil, FOWLER & al. 
(1993) and ZARZUELA & al. (2002) found that M. flori-
cola was the most common ant at local hospitals, where 
they may act as vectors of pathogenic bacteria (see MO-
REIRA & al. 2005).  

There is little information on the importance of M. flori-
cola in natural environments. WHEELER (1905) wrote of M. 
floricola: "In the Bahamas it is very common, nesting by 
preference in the Tillandsias, but also in twigs and under 
the bark of living trees." In Guam, NAFUS (1993) concluded 
that M. floricola reduces populations of native butterflies.  

Tab. 6: Earliest known records for Monomorium floricola 
from North America and Europe. Abbreviations as in Tabs. 
1 and 2. 

 
North America ≤ Earliest record 

+ Washington DC ≤ 1885 (collector unknown, SI): house ant

+ Florida  ≤ 1887 (T. Pergande, SI): Coconut Grove 

+ Alabama ≤ 1979 (SMITH 1979) 

+ Alaska ≤ 1989 (B.S. Blitz, SI): Anchorage 

+ Arizona ≤ 1997 (WETTERER & al. 1999) 

+ Quebec ≤ 2006 (B. Guénard, pers. comm.): Bio- 
≤ dôme de Montréal  

Europe  

+ Germany ≤ 1939 (JACOBSON 1939) 

+ Netherlands ≤ 1975 (BOER & VIERBERGEN 2008) 

+ Wales ≤ 1985 (A. Rundle, BMNH): Bangor 

+ England ≤ 1987 (BOLTON 1987) 

+ Sweden ≤ 1995 (DOUWES 1995) 

+ Switzerland ≤ 2004 (LUESCHER & al. 2008) 

 
The only time I have seen M. floricola dominate a natural 
habitat was on a small mangrove island in the Florida Keys 
where most of the ground was submerged at high tide (J.K. 
Wetterer & P. Hoy, unpubl.). In fact, M. floricola is com-
monly found in mangroves around the world, e.g., Austra-
lia (NIELSEN 2000), Indonesia (OZAKI & al. 2000), and Bra-
zil (DELABIE & al. 2006). OZAKI & al. (2000) concluded 
that predation by high population levels of M. floricola in 
natural mangrove forest in Bali, Indonesia lowered popu-
lations of a scale insect that killed mangroves planted in 
monoculture. In Bahia, Brazil, DELABIE & al. (2006) found 
M. floricola at 11 of 13 mangrove sites, more than twice as 
many sites as any other exotic ant species. It may be that 
the very small size of M. floricola workers allows them to 
avoid confrontation with dominant arboreal ants and faci-
litate coexistence. In addition, M. floricola workers can 
produce poison gland substances that repel competitors at 
food sources (SNELLING 2005). 

In conclusion, I believe that the impacts of M. floricola 
are probably greater than is generally appreciated, not only 
in disturbed environments, but in some natural habitats as 
well. Monomorium floricola may be particularly signifi-
cant in flooded mangrove forests, where competition with 
non-arboreal ants is much reduced.  
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