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ABSTRACT The ant Tapinoma sessile (Say) 1836 is one of the most widely distributed ants in North
America; yet, it has received very little attention from biologists apart from its ability to infest houses.
The original species description does not adequately account for the phenotypic variation present in
this species of typically darkly concolored ant. In California, a bicolored morph was discovered that
superÞcially resembles T. sessile; hence, its species status was questioned. Comparative morphometric
analysis indicates that the bicolored ants are consistently distinguishable across a range of characters,
and allometric techniques conclusively demonstrate that these two morphs are divergent. Based on
the analysis of morphological data it was concluded that the bicolored ant is not T. sessile and is
described as a new species,Tapinoma schreiberi. A neotype ofT. sessile also is designated in this article,
and measurement data are presented to assist taxonomists and delimit the morphological boundaries
of T. sessile.
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Tapinoma sessile (Say) 1836 is typically a small, darkly
concolored ant that occurs throughout the Nearctic
region (Shattuck 1992). In California, a bicolored ant
was discovered, with a red head, mesosoma, and a
black gaster, but that was otherwise similar to the
concolored T. sessile (R. R. Snelling, personal com-
munication). The bicolored morph has been recently
collected at two biological Þeld stations, Sagehen
Creek in Nevada County and Eagle Lake in Lassen
County and is also known from other locations in
museum records (San Diego County, CA; Clark
County, NV). Initial reports indicated that colonies
contained either all concolored or bicolored morphs,
but no mixed colonies (R. Snelling, personal commu-
nication). Bicolored colonies were also reported as
sympatric with concolorous colonies (P. S. Ward, per-
sonal communication).

Taxonomic Background

Subfamily Dolichoderinae Forel 1893. The Doli-
choderinae form one of the larger subfamilies of ants,
with �1,000 described species in 42 genera (Shattuck
1992). The greatest regions of diversity for this sub-
family lie in the Neotropical, Ethiopian, and Australian
bioregions; yet, the origin of this subfamily remains
unknown (Hölldobler and Wilson 1990; E.O. Wilson,

personal communication). The Dolichoderinae have
traditionally received little attention from taxonomists
due to the apparent lack of morphological diversity. As
a result a high number of taxa were placed in poorly
deÞned genera due to a reliance on a limited set of
morphological characters (Shattuck 1992). The mis-
conception that dolichoderines are morphologically
similar has led many taxonomists to focus on the more
dramatically diverse groups of ants, such as the Poneri-
nae or Myrmicinae.
Genus Tapinoma Föerster 1850. Generic limits

within the Dolichoderinae were poorly deÞned until
Shattuck (1992, 1995) revised the subfamily at the
generic level. The genusTapinomawas revised to hold
95 extant species that are globally distributed below
55� N. Three species of Tapinoma have been found in
the United States: T. sessile, T. melanocephalum (F.)
1793, and T. litorale Wheeler 1905. Southern Florida
seems to be the northernmost extreme of the range of
T. litorale, and it seems that T. melanocephalum is
introduced in Florida.
Tapinoma sessile (Say) 1836. After being originally

described as Formica sessilis, in the Boston Journal of
Natural History by Thomas Say in 1836, there has been
little taxonomic work on T. sessile apart from its status
as a pest. The original description is one paragraph in
length and does not adequately describe a taxon that
is highly variable in both size and color. The original
species description was based on workers and queens
from Indiana and many of the specimens from his
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