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Synopsis of the subgenus Decacrema Forel 1910

Decacrema Forel, 1910a:18 and 1910b:9 [as subgenus of Crematogaster]. Type species: Crematogaster schencki, by 
subsequent designation of Wheeler, W.M. 1911:161.

Decacrema as genus: Soulié 1964:398.
Decacrema as subgenus of Crematogaster: Forel, 1910a:18; Forel, 1910b:9; Forel, 1917:242; Arnold, 1920a:547; 

Emery, 1922:137; Wheeler, W.M. 1922a:661; Bolton 1995:26; Bolton 2003:238; Bolton et al., 2007.
Decacrema as junior synonym of Crematogaster: Brown 1973:179 [provisional]; Smith, D.R. 1979:1376; Hölldobler 

and Wilson 1990:13.
[Decracrema Arnold, 1920: 547; incorrect subsequent spelling.]

Species previously assigned to Decacrema and their distribution
Seventeen nominal species of Crematogaster have traditionally been assigned to Decacrema and are 

listed by Bolton (1995) (note that Bolton et al. (2007) omit 3 of these species and are therefore not 
referenced). From South–East Asia these include Crematogaster angulosa André, C. borneensis André (incl. 
8 subspecies), C. biformis André , C. captiosa Forel, C. cephalotes Smith, C. decamera Forel and C. 
enneamera Emery; from Sub–Saharan Africa C. arthurimuelleri Forel, C. edentula Santschi, C. lango Weber, 
C. liengmei Forel (incl. 2 subspecies), C. petiolidens Forel and C. solenopsides Emery (incl. 3 subspecies); 
from Madagascar C. ensifera Forel, C. grevei Forel, C. hova Forel (incl. 2 subspecies) and C. schencki Forel. 
Because of the likely non-monophyly of Decacrema, as currently investigated, the synopsis and diagnosis 
below are restricted to the species of the Malagasy clade.

Taxonomic synopsis of Malagasy Decacrema 

C. ensifera Forel 1910 assigned to C. hova-complex
C. grevei Forel 1891
C. hova Forel 1887 assigned to C. hova-complex

= C. hova latinoda Forel 1892 NEW SYNONYMY
C. mahery NEW SPECIES
C. malala NEW SPECIES
C. nosibeensis Forel 1891 NEW STATUS
C. sabatra NEW SPECIES
C. schencki Forel 1891 assigned to C. hova-complex
C. sisa NEW SPECIES

Worker diagnosis of Malagasy Crematogaster (Decacrema)
Size small to very large (HW 0.81–1.31, WL 0.78–1.34).
Masticatory margin of mandibles with 4–5 teeth; clypeus in lateral view always moderately convex, and 

with a median notch on anterior margin; frontal triangle always somewhat impressed; frontal carinae short; 
head always slightly wider than long; posterior margin of head straight or slightly convex, often with slight 
median depression; eyes normal-sized (OI 0.21–0.29) and convex; 9–14 ommatidia across long axis; antennae 
10-segmented; antennal club moderately or weakly 3-segmented; antennal scapes always somewhat 
surpassing posterior head margin, weakly to moderately arched.

Promesonotum antero-laterally either rounded, subangular, angular or with distinct, raised shoulders; 
median portion of promesonotum varying from convex to weakly concave; distinctness of promesonotal 
suture variable, absent, incomplete or complete, but never flexible; mesonotum sometimes raised with respect 
to pronotum and forming minute median tubercule; promesonotum postero-laterally variable, from rounded, 
to broadly angular, to distinctly carinate and clearly demarcating promesonotum from propodeum in lateral 
view; metanotal groove shallow; dorsal face of propodeum short to absent, posterior face long and gently 
sloping (~45˚); propodeal spines always present, spiniform, small to very long (SPI 0.13–0.40), straight or 
curved in lateral view, parallel to strongly diverging in dorsal view; petiole shape highly variable, in dorsal 


