
BLAIMER22  ·   Zootaxa 2714  © 2010 Magnolia Press

level trees. The sizes of carton nests inhabited by workers, the reproductive queen and brood range from as 
small as 6 x 4cm in diameter to as large as 25 x 20 cm. Nests housing only workers are frequently encountered 
and can be smaller in size. It is unclear whether these queenless colonies represent satellite nests of larger 
nests that are hard to locate, or aggregations of workers whose colony underwent disturbances that resulted in 
the loss of their reproductive queen and brood. Polydomy in these carton-nesting colonies seems to be quite 
common, and two or more nests often can be found very close to each other on the same tree, or located on 
adjacent trees. Experimental or genetic studies would be needed to fully explore details of colony structure. In 
17 carton nests out of a total of 30 dissected nests I found one dealate queen together with workers and brood, 
sometimes with alate queens and males as well. The remaining 13 nests contained only workers, sometimes 
together with brood. Carton nest colonies further housed staphylinid beetles (6 colonies), and in one case scale 
insects of an undetermined genus of the family Monophlebidae, possibly Gigantococcus (P.J. Gullan, pers. 
comm.).

There are some records in the CASC of C. hova-complex workers (in some cases with dealate queens) 
collected from dead twigs or branches, and in a single instance I have found workers with brood in a dead twig 
myself. It seems likely that colony founding within the species-complex takes place in dead twigs or branches 
and the construction of carton nests subsequently commences after a certain colony size is reached, i.e. when 
the colony can afford to send workers to forage for nest material rather than food. The ultimate domicile may 
always be the carton nest, since this can support much larger numbers of individuals and can be extended in 
size as the colony grows.

Etymology. The C. hova-complex is named for the oldest available species name that belongs under the 
complex, C. hova Forel. The Malagasy word “hova” denotes the inhabitants of the region Imerina on the east 
coast of Madagascar, where the type locality of C. hova lies.

Crematogaster mahery NEW SPECIES
(Fig. 35 & 41)

Holotype worker. MADAGASCAR: R.S. Manombo, -23.01580, 47.71900, 30m, 21-22.iv.2006, ex dead 
twig above ground, littoral rainforest, B.L.Fisher et al. #14050 (CASENT0071537, specimen image on 
antweb) (deposited in CASC).

Paratypes. 2w, R.S. Manombo, -23.01580, 47.71900, 30m, 21-22.iv.2006, ex dead branch above ground, 
littoral rainforest (B.L.Fisher et al. #14055: CASENT0193587 and CASENT0193588); 2w, P.N. Andringitra, 
-22.22350, 47.01176, 780m, 8-9.iii.2010, ex carton nest, riparian rainforest edge (B.B.Blaimer #228: 
CASENT0193558 and CASENT0193549) (deposited in MCZC, SAMC, MHNG, UCDC).

Material examined. (BBBC, CASC) MADAGASCAR Toamasina: P.N. Zahamena: -17.75244, 
48.85320, 760m; -17.75908, 48.85468, 780m; -17.74300, 48.72936, 860m , -17.73360, 48.72625, 950m 
(B.L.Fisher et al.); Fianarantsoa: Rés. Andringitra [=P.N. Andringitra]: -22.23333, 47.00000, 825m 
(B.L.Fisher); P.N. Andringitra: -22.22350, 47.01176, 780m (B.B.Blaimer); R.S. Manombo: -23.01580, 
47.71900, 30m (B.L.Fisher et al.); Toliara: P.N. Andohahela: -24.76389, 46.75167, 900m (B.L.Fisher et al.); 
13km NW Enakara, Rés. Andohahela [= P.N. Andohahela]: -24.55000, 46.80000, 1250m (B.L.Fisher).

Worker measurements (n=11). HW 1.09–1.21; HL 0.98–1.12; EL 0.24–0.28; SL 0.87–0.97; WL 1.18–
1.32; SPL 0.23–0.41; PTH 0.22–0.26; PTL 0.32–0.38, PTW 0.30–0.39, PPL 0.21–0.28, PPW 0.28–0.37; LHT 
0.99–1.07; CI 1.06–1.20; OI 0.23–0.29; SI 0.83–0.92, SPI 0.20–0.33; PTHI 0.64–0.76; PTWI 0.87–1.11; PPI 
1.26–1.62; LBI 1.15–1.23.

Worker description.  Large to very large (HW 1.09–1.21, WL 1.18–1.32).
Masticatory margin of mandibles with 5 teeth; posterior margin of head straight, laterally subangular; 

antennal scapes surpassing posterior margin of head easily; midline of eyes situated at or above midline of 
head in full face view.

Pronotum laterally angular; promesonotal suture broadly impressed, usually complete and continuing 
laterally to mesopleural spiracle, thereby distinctly constricting mesonotum in relation to pronotum; outline of 


