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metanotal groove further lacks lateral carinae and the promesonotum forms a convex outline in lateral view. In 
molecular phylogenetic analyses this species is well supported as a distinct clade by both nuclear and 
mitochondrial data, and results suggest it is the sister taxon to the rest of the Malagasy Decacrema species.

Distribution and biology. Collections of this species are rare, with a few colonies from three locations of 
higher elevation rainforests (>1250m) in the Ankaratra (Ankazomivady), Andringitra and Midongy massifs 
(Fig. 56). The isolated, montane distribution invites speculation that glacial cycles have played an important 
role in shaping this species’ evolutionary history and distribution, as has been suggested for other taxa in 
Madagascar (for an overview see Vences et al., 2009). Next to nothing is known about the biology of this 
species. Fisher’s collections of C. malala workers document these ants as nesting in dead twigs (n=4) and in 
carton nests (n=1); queens or males of this species have not yet been discovered. A recent search for C. malala
in the P.N. Andringitra at about 1800m, not far from where it had been collected before, was unsuccessful and 
suggests that these ants might be highly restricted in habitat and possess inconspicuous life habits.

Etymology. This species’ name is derived from the Malagasy adjective “malala”, meaning “the beloved 
one”, inspired by happiness about the discovery of its morphological distinctness compared to the other 
species in the group.

Crematogaster nosibeensis Forel 1891 NEW STATUS
(Fig. 32 & 38)

Crematogaster hova r. nosibeensis Forel,1891: 180. Queen syntypes from MADAGASCAR, Nosibé (O’swald) 
[Hamburg Museum] [not examined, destroyed in WWII].

Crematogaster nosibeensis Forel, Dalla Torre, 1893: 84. Raised to species.
Crematogaster hova nosibeensis Forel, Wheeler, 1922b: 1026. Combination in C. (Decacrema); subspecies of hova.
Crematogaster hova nosibeensis Forel, Emery, 1922: 138. Subspecies of hova.

Neotype queen. MADAGASCAR: Nosy Bé, R.N.I. Lokobé: -13.41944, 48.33117, 30m, 19.–24.iii.2001, at 
light, rainforest, B.L. Fisher et al. #3420 (CASENT0436030; specimen image on Antweb) (deposited in 
CASC). 

Material examined. (BBBC, CASC, MHNG, PSWC) MADAGASCAR Antsiranana: Ampasindava, 
Ambilanivy: -13.79861, 48.16167, 600m (B. L. Fisher et al.); Nosy Bé, R.N.I. Lokobé: -13.41944, 48.33117, 
30m (B.L.Fisher et al.) and -13.41670, 46.30000, 0-400m (D.M.Olson); Nosibé [Nosy Bé] (Völtzkow); R.S. 
Manongarivo: -13.96167, 48.43333, 400m; -13.97667, 48.42333, 780m (B.L.Fisher et al.); R.S. 
Manongarivo: -13.92950, 48.45320, 275m (B.B.Blaimer); R.S. Ambre: -12.46889, 49.24217, 325m 
(B.L.Fisher et al.); Antananarivo: R.S. Ambohitantely: -18.22528, 47.28683, 1410m, -18.17140, 47.28182, 
1620m (Rabeson et al); R.S. Ambohitantely: -18.21722, 47.28470, 1550m; -18.17272, 47.28023, 1610m 
(B.B.Blaimer).

Worker measurements (n=13). HW 0.86–1.04; HL 0.75–0.94; EL 0.19–0.24; SL 0.64–0.81; WL 0.80–
1.05; SPL 0.13–0.21; PTH 0.17–0.22; PTL 0.24–0.30; PTW 0.26–0.37; PPL 0.17–0.22; PPW 0.23–0.31; LHT 
0.65–0.88; CI 1.12–1.18; OI 0.23–0.27; SI 0.81–0.90; SPI 0.15–0.20; PTHI 0.69–0.79; PTWI 1.07–1.37; PPI 
1.26–1.53; LBI 1.17–1.28. 

Worker description.  Small to medium size (HW 0.86–1.04, WL 0.80–1.05).
Masticatory margin of mandibles with 5 teeth; posterior margin of head straight, laterally forming round 

corners; antennae with scapes easily surpassing posterior margin; midline of eyes situated at midline of head 
in full face view.

Pronotum laterally subangular; promesonotal suture varying from completely impressed to absent; outline 
of promesonotum flat in lateral view; antero-medial portion of mesonotum either slightly raised over 
pronotum (but never tuberculate), or indistinguishable from pronotum; dorsal face of mesonotum flat, lateral 
portions broadly angular; mesonotum postero-laterally angular and usually with a distinct posterior face; 
dorsal face of propodeum absent to very short; propodeal spines small-medium sized (SPI 0.15–0.20), 
between half and full the width between their bases, thin and needle-shaped, slowly tapering, straight or 


