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Variation. There seems to be considerable gradual size variation in workers, but sampling of this species 
is too sparse to give a general statement.

Comments. This species is easily distinguished morphologically by its uniquely shaped subpetiolar 
process in form of an acute tooth. The species status of C. sisa is further well supported by both mitochondrial 
and nuclear DNA sequences.

Distribution and biology. Crematogaster sisa has to be regarded as a high-elevation endemic, known to 
date only from two localities in the rugged and isolated Manongarivo massif (Fig. 59) that were visited during 
a biological inventory in 1998 by B.L. Fisher (see Fisher, 2002). Collections of foraging workers were made 
while sifting litter and beating vegetation in montane rainforest habitats at 1580 and 1860 m. No nest 
collections have yet been recorded for this species, thus reproductives and natural history are entirely 
unknown. The Manongarivo massif lies in the Sambirano Region of Madagascar’s northwest and is part of a 
mountain complex spanning much of northern Madagascar (Gautier & Goodman, 2002) – probably one of the 
least accessible and least studied regions of the island. Further inventory efforts in this region may therefore 
result in expanding the known distribution of C. sisa and lead to the discovery of colonies and their nesting 
habits. The species occurs in sympatry with the C. hova-complex, but appears to be parapatric in distribution 
to C. nosibeensis by virtue of elevation, since the latter is found in northwest Madagascar only in lowland 
forests.

Etymology. “Sisa” is Malagasy for “remnant” and this species is named in allusion to its isolated 
distribution. “Sisa” is used in this combination as a noun in apposition.
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