34" N, 06° 36' 20" E, 1351m, 5.-8.V.2001, eg. JM. Ledford; S Tomé, Obd N.P, between Lagoa Ameila &
Bom Successo, 00° 16' 48"-00° 17' 10" N, 06° 25' 29"-06° 36' 40" E, 1200m-1500m, 5.-15.V.2001, leg. J.M.
Ledford.

Tetramorium sepultum Bolton, 1980
(Figures 12A, 88, 89, 90)

Tetramorium sepultum Bolton, 1980:232. Holotype worker, SWAZILAND, 2-3 miles S of Mbabane, 2.-4.11.1962, leg.
R.L. Ghent (MCZ) [examined)]. Paratypes, 3 workers with same data as holotype (MCZ, BMNH) [examined)].

Diagnosis

Tetramorium sepultum can be best distinguished from the rest of the species complex by the following
characters. propodeal spines medium sized and thick (PSL1 22—-23); relatively small eyes (Ol 21 -22); dorsum
of mesosoma longitudinally rugose without distinct ground sculpturation; first gastral tergite without standing
hairs.

Description

HL 0.789-0.811; HW 0.767-0.789; SL 0.622-0.644; EL 0.167-0.172; PW 0.578-0.589; WL 0.933-
0.989; PSL 0.178; PTL 0.122-0.128; PTH 0.356-0.361; PTW 0.317-0.344; PPL 0.200-0.206; PPH 0.378—
0.383; PPW 0.389-0.411; CI 97; Sl 81-82; Ol 21 -22; PSLI| 22-23; PeNI 55-58; L Pel 34 -36; DPel 259-270;
PpNI 67—70; LPpl 52- 54; DPpl 194-200; PPl 119-122 (2 measured).

Head slightly longer than wide (Cl 97). Anterior clypea margin with weak but distinct median impres-
sion. Frontal carinae strongly developed, ending distinctly before posterior margin of head. Antennal scrobe
narrow, shallow, without differentiated ventral margin, not reaching posterior margin of head. Antennal scape
of medium length, not reaching posterior margin of head (SI 81-82). Eyes relatively small (Ol 21-22), with 8
to 9 ommatidiain longest row. Metanotal groove weakly impressed. Propodeal spines of medium size and rel-
atively thick (PSLI 22-23). Propodeal lobes small, triangular and acute. Node of petiole squamiform, in dor-
sal view transverse, more than 2.5 times wider than long (DPel 259-270), in lateral view around 2.8 to 3 times
higher than long (L Pel 34-36). Postpetiole thickly squamiform, in dorsal view around 2 times wider than long
(DPpl 194-200); in lateral view thicker than petiolar node, around 1.8 to 1.9 times higher than long (L Ppl 52—
54). Mandibles finely longitudinally striate. Clypeus with mostly longitudina rugae, stronger median carina
present. Head with mostly longitudinal rugulation, dorsum of head with 8 to 10 widely spaced rugae between
frontal carinae, often running to posterior margin of head. Spaces between dorsal rugae and scrobal area mod-
erately reticulate-punctate. Mesosoma dorsally and laterally distinctly rugose, mostly longitudinally, spaces
between rugae and propodeal declivity smooth and shiny. Both waist segments and gaster completely
unscul ptured, smooth and shiny. Head and mesosoma with numerous fine, long, erect hairs (14 to 16 on dor-
sum of mesosoma); petiole and postpetiole usually with 1 or 2 pairs each. First gastral tergite always without
standing hairs. Pubescence on antennal scapes and tibiae appressed to decumbent. Coloration uniformly
brown.

Notes

Tetramorium sepultum seems to be a rare Southern African species known from a few collections only. In
terms of morphological similaritiesit can be set together with T. bendai, T. humbloti, and T. tanaense. All four
share the absence of standing hairs on the first gastral tergite that separates them from T. boltoni, T. guineense,
T. renae, T. snellingi, and T. weitzeckeri. However, T. bendai with its conspicuous and dense reticul ate-punc-
tate ground scul pturation on the mesosoma differs strongly from T. sepultum which shows no distinct ground
sculpturation there. The latter also possesses a | ess transverse postpetiole (DPpl 194-200) than T. bendai

78 - Zootaxa 2704 © 2010 Magnolia Press HITA GARCIA ETAL.



