
 Zootaxa 2720  © 2010 Magnolia Press  ·   37REVIEW OF MEGALOMYRMEX IN CENTRAL AMERICA

Synopsis of the genus Megalomyrmex Forel 1885

Megalomyrmex Forel, 1885: 371. Type-species: Megalomyrmex leoninus Forel, by monotypy. [Type-species not Formica 
bituberculata Fabricius, unjustified subsequent designation by Wheeler, W.M. 1911: 167.]

Megalomyrmex in Myrmicinae: Dalla Torre, 1893: 71.
Megalomyrmex in Myrmicinae, Myrmicini: Emery, 1895: 769; Forel, 1899: 57; Ashmead, 1905: 383; Wheeler, W.M. 1910: 

139.
Megalomyrmex in Myrmicinae, Pheidolini: Kusnezov, 1952: 10 (in key).
Megalomyrmex in Myrmicinae, Megalomyrmex genus group: Ettershank, 1966: 81; in Solenopsis genus group: Bolton, 1987: 

271; Brandão, 1990: 412.
Megalomyrmex in Myrmicinae, Megalomyrmecini: Dlussky & Fedoseeva, 1988: 80.
Megalomyrmex in Myrmicinae, Solenopsidini: Emery, 1914: 41 [subtribe Monomoriini]; Forel, 1917: 243; Emery, 1922: 189; 

Wheeler, W.M. 1922: 663; Kusnezov, 1957: 268; Kusnezov, 1962: 160; Kusnezov, 1964: 61; Hölldobler & Wilson, 1990: 
16; Jaffe, 1993: 10; Bolton, 1994: 106.

 Wheelerimyrmex Mann, 1922: 29 [as subgenus of Megalomyrmex]. Type-species: Megalomyrmex silvestrii, by original 
designation. Junior synonym of Megalomyrmex: Ettershank, 1966: 101; Brandão, 1990: 415.

 Cepobroticus Wheeler, W.M. 1925: 168 [as subgenus of Megalomyrmex]. Type-species: Megalomyrmex (Cepobroticus)
symmetochus, by monotypy. Junior synonym of Megalomyrmex: Ettershank, 1966: 101; Brandão, 1990: 415.

Taxonomic synopsis of Central American Megalomyrmex

Megalomyrmex adamsae new species
Megalomyrmex drifti Kempf, 1961
Megalomyrmex foreli Emery, 1890 
= Megalomyrmex latreillei Emery, 1890
Megalomyrmex incisus M. R. Smith, 1947
Megalomyrmex miri Brandão, 1990
Megalomyrmex modestus Emery, 1896
Megalomyrmex mondabora Brandão, 1990
Megalomyrmex mondaboroides new species
Megalomyrmex nocarina new species
Megalomyrmex reina new species
Megalomyrmex silvestrii Wheeler, 1909 
= Megalomyrmex brasiliensis Borgmeier, 1930 
= Megalomyrmex langi Wheeler, 1925 
= Megalomyrmex misionensis Santschi, 1936 
= Megalomyrmex sjostedti Wheeler, 1925 
= Megalomyrmex wheeleri Weber, 1940
Megalomyrmex symmetochus Wheeler, 1925
Megalomyrmex wallacei Mann, 1916
Megalomyrmex wettereri Brandão, 2003

Key to the species of Megalomyrmex

This key covers the region from central Panama to the northern limit of the genus in Mexico. Megalomyrmex reina, 
known only from queens, is not keyed.

1 Mandibles with 5 distinct teeth, apical tooth largest, proximal tooth next largest, remaining three teeth the smallest 
and subequal in size (Fig. 1A); ML greater than 1 mm ................................................................................................ 2

- Mandibles with a large apical and subapical tooth, and a series of usually 4 or more smaller basal teeth (Figs 1B–F); 
if only 3 basal teeth (some specimens of drifti), then ML less than 1 mm................................................................... 4


