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A Note upon Two Neglected Species of Formica
Linn. (Hym.: Formicidae)

By W. L. Brown, Jr,, State College, Pennsylvania

In 1903, i a paper on Hymenoptera from Beulah, New Mex-
ico, H. L. Viereck described a new variant of Formica fusca
Linn. and named it “var. densiventris n. subsp.” The descrip-
tion was vague and misleading, especially in regard to color
details. Wheeler, in his 1913 revision of Formica, placed densi-
ventris in the synonymy of F. fusca var. subaenescens Emery,
though he followed the notation with a questionmark. In the
short discussion of his action, Wheeler stated that he had never’
seen the types.

The author has recently come upon Viereck’s types in the col-
lection of the Academy of Natural Sciencés in Philadelphia,
and even cursory examination has convinced him that the speci-
mens cannot belong to subaenescens. The red color of the head
and thorax in the types at once separates them from subaen-
escens, which is colored black or blackish throughout these re-
gions. ’

The type was keyed down in Wheeler’s key to Formica in
the 1913 paper to couplet 22, which includes F. fusca var. neo-
clara Emery and F. fusca var. blanda Wheeler. It agrees with
neither alternative. After comparing the types with various

members of the fusca-rufibarbis complex, the author is satisfied-



