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The worker of Myrmecina is easily separated from those of other Vietnamese myrmicine genera by the pres-
ence of longitudinal carina on the ventrolateral side of head and a sessile petiole.

Vietnamese species. Five species have been recognized by us from Vietnam: sp. eg-1 (Ba Be, Tay Yen Tu, Van 
Ban); sp. eg-2 (Ba Be); sp. eg-3 [= sp. 48 of HO: Eguchi et al., 2005] (Cuc Phuong, Pu Mat, Tay Yen Tu); sp. eg-4
(Nam Cat Tien); sp. eg-5 (Van Ban).

Bionomics. Colonies of Myrmecina species are found in litter and soil.

Myrmica Latreille, 1804

Taxonomy. The genus Myrmica is assigned to the tribe Myrmicini (Bolton 2003). The Vietnamese species were 
recently revised by Radchenko & Elmes (2001) and Radchenko et al. (2006), and the workers have the following 
features. 

Worker monomorphic; head in full-face view oval; preoccipital carina distinct dorsally and laterally; frontal 
carina and antennal scrobe absent; anteromedian margin of clypeus weakly convex, lacking an isolated median 
seta; posteromedian portion of clypeus broadly inserted between frontal lobes; antennae 12-segmented, without 
distinct club; eye medium sized, convex well laterad; palp formula 6,4; mandible triangular; masticatory margin 
with apical and 1–2 distinct preapical teeth followed by several smaller teeth or denticles; promesonotum in lateral 
view slightly raised; promesonotal suture absent or vestigial dorsally; metanotal groove more or less distinctly 
impressed dorsally; propodeal spine long and sharp; propodeal lobe well developed as a triangular or spinose pro-
jection; middle and hind tibiae usually each with a single pectinate spur; petiole pedunculate, with low node; sub-
petiolar process present as a small tooth anteroventrally; dorsal part of postpetiole in lateral view leaning 
posterodorsad; gastral shoulder absent; sting well developed, without any apical appendage; head and mesosoma 
usually strongly reticulate or rugoso-reticulate.

The worker of Myrmica is somewhat similar to those of Aphaenogaster (see under Aphaenogaster) and 
Tetramorium. However, in the worker of Tetramorium, the tibial spurs of the middle and hind legs are simple or 
absent, and the apex of sting bears a small lamellate appendage.

Vietnamese species. Five species have been known from Vietnam: angulata Radchenko & Elmes (Sa Pa); 
schoedli Radchenko, Elmes & Bui (Sa Pa); serica Wheeler (Sa Pa); titanica Radchenko & Elmes (Sa Pa); yamanei
Radchenko & Elmes (Sa Pa).

Bionomics. Myrmica species have so far been found exclusively in the mountains of Fan Si Pan above approx-
imately 1,700 m alt. They inhabit sparse to well-developed forests and nest in rotting logs, wood fragments, under 
stones, in soil around tree bases, etc. Workers forage on the ground and lower vegetation.

Myrmicaria Saunders, 1842

The genus Myrmicaria is assigned to the tribe Myrmicariini (Bolton 2003). Workers of Vietnamese species have 
the following features.

Worker monomorphic; head in full-face view oval or subrectangular with round posterior corners and straight 
posterior margin; frontal lobe in full-face view relatively large, completely concealing torulus; frontal carina indis-
tinct or absent; antennal scrobe absent; median portion of clypeus with roundly convex anterior margin; posterome-
dian portion of clypeus broadly inserted between frontal lobe; median clypeal seta absent; mandible relatively 
narrow, with 4 teeth; antenna 7-segmented, gradually incrassate or with indistinct 3-segmented club; eye large and 
strongly convex laterad, located behind midlength of side of head in full-face view and relatively high on side in 
lateral view; mesosoma in lateral view short and high; promesonotum in lateral view a little higher than anterodor-
sal border of propodeum; promesonotal suture a weak or faint dorsal impression; anteroventral corner of prome-
sonotum forming an acute angle or spine; metanotal groove weakly impressed; posterior slope of promesonotum 
and dorsum of propodeum margined laterally with a carina that connects with a well-developed propodeal spine; 
propodeal lobe absent; legs slender and long; petiole with long anterior peduncle and well-developed node; subpet-
iolar process absent; postpetiole in lateral view relatively long; gastral shoulder present; sting well developed.

The worker of Myrmicaria is easily separated from those of other Vietnamese myrmicine genera by 7-seg-
mented antennal segments, short and high mesosoma, and elongate petiolar peduncle.




