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Diagnosis. Sharing with R. subspatulata and R. weberi a characteristic labrum shape: anterior margin of 
labrum with two long, bluntly triangular lobes, sinus between them deep, length of anterolateral lobe longer than or 
about equal to distance from base of sinus to transverse carina at base of labrum; differing from both in larger size 
(HW = 0.57 versus < 0.50); differing from R. weberi in subapical tooth longer than apical tooth (about same length 
in R. weberi); differing from R. subspatulata in larger number of squamiform setae on first gastral tergite (about 12 
versus about 6).

Description. Worker. HW 0.57 (n=1); mandible with two closely-spaced short triangular teeth at base, a 
smaller tooth about mid-distance between basal teeth and base of subapical tooth, reclinate denticle at base of 
subapical tooth minute but present, apical tooth half the length of subapical tooth, intercalary teeth minute; labrum 
about as long as broad, with two long, bluntly triangular lobes, sinus between them deep, length of anterolateral 
lobe longer than or about equal to distance from base of sinus to transverse carina at base of labrum; erect setae on 
leading edge of scape moderately clavate, longest on basal bend, becoming shorter and thinner toward apex; 
arcuate promesonotal groove and metanotal groove moderately impressed; propodeal tooth right angled, 
infradental lamella evenly and shallowly concave; first gastral tergite with 6–8 squamiform setae on posterior 
margin, a similar number distributed between posterior border and midlength of tergite.

The male is unknown.
Biology. This species occurs in cloud forest, at 1500 m elevation. It is known from one site on the Barva 

Transect in Costa Rica, where it occurred in 5 of 200 miniWinkler samples.
Comments. This is a slightly more robust version of R. subspatulata. Among several other species of 

Rhopalothrix considered in this report, this degree of difference would be considered intraspecific. However, the 
sharply parapatric distribution on the Barva transect and the low variability among the many lowland collections of 
R. subspatulata suggest a separate montane species.

Etymology. Referring to the cloud forest habitat.

Rhopalothrix orbis Taylor, 1968

Rhopalothrix orbis Taylor, 1968: 336, figs. 1–3. Holotype, worker: Australia, Queensland: Tamborine Mountains, north side 
near Curtis Falls, Berlese funnel sample, leafmould, rainforest, 8.v.1953 (T. E. Woodward) [ANIC] (not examined).

Rhopalothrix plaumanni Brown & Kempf, 1960

Rhopalothrix plaumanni Brown & Kempf, 1960: 235, fig. 58. Holotype, worker: Brazil, Santa Catarina: Nova Teutônia (F. 
Plaumann) [MZSP, paratype worker at MCZC] (not examined).

Rhopalothrix acutipilis Kempf, 1962: 28, fig. 28. Holotype, queen: Brazil, Santa Catarina: Nova Teutônia, V-1960 (F. 
Plaumann) (not examined). New Synonymy.

Comments. In this study queens were associated with workers for three Central American species. The queens 
differed from the workers in pilosity and the shape of the face. The queens bore numerous short bristles, which are 
lacking on the workers, and the worker faces had much stronger grooves and gibbosities. The characteristics of the 
mandible and labrum were shared between queens and workers. Examination of the figures for R. plaumanni and 
R. acutipilis, the types of which are from the same locality and by the same collector, suggest that R. acutipilis is 
the queen of R. plaumanni.

Rhopalothrix stannardi Brown & Kempf, 1960
(Figs 1C, 2F, 3D, 11, 16)

Rhopalothrix stannardi Brown & Kempf, 1960: 236, fig. 57. Holotype, worker: Mexico, Chiapas: Ocosingo Valley, Finca el 
Real, 1–7 July 1950 (C. and M. Goodnight and L.J. Stannard) [MCZC] (not examined).

Geographic range. Mexico (Chiapas), Guatemala.


