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FIGURE 12. Rhopalothrix subspatulata sp. nov., holotype (Costa Rica, INBIOCRI001259541). A. Fullface view. B. Lateral 
view. C. Scape, dorsal view. D. Dorsal view. Scale bars are 0.2 mm for A, 0.5 mm for B, D, and 0.1 mm for C.

Geographic range. Costa Rica, Nicaragua.
Diagnosis. Sharing with R. nubilosa and R. weberi a characteristic labrum shape: anterior margin of labrum 

with two long, bluntly triangular lobes, sinus between them deep, length of anterolateral lobe longer than or about 
equal to distance from base of sinus to transverse carina at base of labrum; worker hardly differing from R. weberi, 
being slightly larger (HW > 0.40) and with larger mandibular teeth; queen differing from R. weberi in stronger 
facial concavity and carina medial to compound eye; worker differing from R. nubilosa in smaller size (< 0.50) and 
fewer squamiform setae on first gastral tergite (six versus about twelve).

Description. Worker. HW 0.42–0.49 (n=14); mandible with two closely-spaced short triangular teeth at base, a 
smaller tooth about mid-distance between basal teeth and base of subapical tooth, reclinate denticle at base of 
subapical tooth absent, apical tooth short, about 1/3 × length of subapical tooth, intercalary teeth minute; labrum 
about as long as broad, with two long, bluntly triangular lobes, sinus between them deep, length of anterolateral 
lobe longer than or about equal to distance from base of sinus to transverse carina at base of labrum; erect setae on 
leading edge of scape stiff but narrow, hardly clavate, unlike the squamiform setae typical of many other species; 
arcuate promesonotal groove and metanotal groove moderately impressed; propodeal tooth right angled, 
infradental lamella thin, evenly and shallowly concave; first gastral tergite with four squamiform setae on posterior 
margin, two at mid-disk.

Queen. HW 0.51–0.53 (n=2); mandible and labrum similar to worker; face shape similar to worker but with 
large, shallow, circular concavity medial to compound eye, separated from eye by distinct slightly elevated carina 
that partially covers eye in full face view; compound eye longer than maximum width of scape; ocelli small, cuticle 
adjacent to ocelli marked with black pigment spots on evenly light brown background; shape of propodeal tooth, 
infradental lamella, petiole and postpetiole similar to worker; katepisternum and anepisternum large, convex, 


