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FIGURE 15. Rhopalothrix weberi worker (Guatemala, CASENT0610659). A. Full-face view. B. Lateral view. C. Scape, 
dorsal view. D. Dorsal view. Scale bars are 0.2 mm for A, 0.5 mm for B, D, and 0.1 mm for C.

Rhopalothrix weberi Brown & Kempf, 1960
(Figs 1E, 2E, 3C, 15, 16)

Rhopalothrix weberi Brown & Kempf, 1960: 234. Holotype, worker: Cuba, Las Villas: Casa Harvard near Central Soledad, 24 
July 1933, in red clay from under stones and grass roots which had been run through a Berlese funnel (N.A. Weber) 
[MCZC] (not examined). Replacement name for Heptastruma wheeleri Weber, 1934: 55. [Junior secondary homonym of 
Rhopalothrix wheeleri Mann, 1922: 43.].

Geographic range. Cuba, Honduras to southern Mexico.
Description. Worker (based on two workers from Tikal National Park, Guatemala). HW 0.38–0.39 (n=2); 

mandible with two closely-spaced, very short teeth at base, these basal teeth with broad confluent bases, either with 
distinct denticulate apices or completely confluent and forming a low lamina at base, a small denticle about mid-
distance between basal teeth and base of subapical tooth, reclinate denticle at base of subapical tooth absent, 
subapical tooth shorter than width of mandible at base, only slightly longer than subapical tooth, intercalary teeth 
present but minute; labrum about as long as broad, with two long, bluntly triangular lobes, sinus between them 
deep, length of anterolateral lobe longer than or about equal to distance from base of sinus to transverse carina at 
base of labrum; anterior clypeal margin concave; erect setae on leading edge of scape stiff but narrow, hardly 
clavate, unlike the squamiform setae typical of many other species; arcuate promesonotal groove and metanotal 
groove weakly impressed; propodeal tooth right angled, infradental lamella thin, evenly and shallowly concave; 
first gastral tergite with sparse squamiform setae on posterior half, one specimen with five setae on posterior 
margin and three anteriorly, one specimen with seven and five, respectively.


