
2009, hand picking; 1worker, India, Jammu and Kashmir, Surinsar,
32.7009°N 75.1512°E, 700 m, 1 August, 2010, soil core; 2 workers,
India, Jammu and Kashmir, Billawar, 32.6141°N 75.6054°E, 840 m, 6
August, 2010, hand picking (coll. Aijaz A. Wachkoo).

Worker measurements. HL: 0.91–1.12; HW: 0.80–0.97; EL: 0.06–
0.07; MdL: 0.45–0.54; SL: 0.69–0.84; PnW: 0.42–0.51; MsL: 1.04–1.24;
PtW: 0.24–0.26; PtL: 0.23–0.28; PtH: 0.30–0.34; TL: 3.70–4.65. Indices:
CI: 87.91–93.27; SI: 84.68–86.60; MdI: 48.21–51.92 (n=12).

Head. Eyes with 3–4 ommatidia across greatest diameter, filling
less than half the length of the orbital fossae. Scape slightly curved,
barely reaching the posterior margin of occipital lobe. Mandible
slender, broadened in distal half; medial edge with 2 nearly straight
margins extending to semicircular preapical excision; ventral margin
dentate; with head in “full-face” view and mandibles closed, denticles
invisible dorsally; apical triad of teeth variable in shape from sharply
pointed to blunt.

Mesosoma. Slender, with well-marked pro-mesonotal and effaced
meso-metanotal suture; pronotum rounded above, anterior border
of pronotal dorsum marginate; mesonotal disc convex, wider than

long; propodeal dorsum triangular, depressed transversely behind
metanotal spiracle, anteriorly narrow; in profile sloping behind into
an oblique declivity. Propodeal angles divergent and bluntly rounded.

Petiole. Petiolar node in lateral view, thin and tapered apically.
In anterior view petiole with round summit; lateral margins nearly
parallel and straight.

Gaster. Cylindrical; weakly constricted between first two segments;
base of cintus of second gastral tergite with cross ribs.

Sculpture. Head punctulate, smooth and shiny except frontal
striation; striae fine but distinct, fanning out posterolaterally, barely
extending to middle of head dorsum, laterally entering antennal
socket but not exceeding posterior and lateral margins of head; 2–4
rugae present anteriorly in antennal sockets. Pronotum mostly
smooth and shiny; cervix distinctly transversely striate with irregular
ruga; anterior border of pronotal dorsum with few fine striae
arched in parallel to margin; pronotum laterally smooth and shiny
and patchily rugose; pro-mesonotal suture cross ribbed. Mesonotal
disc shiny. Dorsum of propodeum and declivity rugo-striate and/or
vermiculate. Mesopleuron and metapleuron smooth and shiny;

Figs. 4–6. Gyne; Anochetus cryptus sp. nov., 4. head in full-face view; 5. dorsal view; 6. lateral view.
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