
ventral extremity ofmetapleuronwith fewoblique rugae. Gaster smooth
and shiny, sparsely punctulate. Mandibles and antennae punctulate,
punctures denser on latter. Twoof the specimens collected fromChanaur
are comparatively smaller, less shiny and more sculptured. Mesosoma is
entirely opaque and rugo-vermiculate except shiny pronotum and
katepisternum.

Vestiture. Pilosity short and moderate overall, sub-decumbent on
head and suberect on remainder, obsolescent on lateral mesosoma.
Appendages covered by dense appressed to decumbent pubescence.

Color. Living individuals yellow with orange tint. Dry specimens
brownish yellow; gaster with brownish shading; epistoma and tip
of mandible brown.

Gyne measurements. HL: 1.13; HW: 1.05; EL: 0.18; MdL: 0.54; SL:
0.85; PnW: 0.68; MsL: 1.36; PtW: 0.30; PtL: 0.33; PtH: 0.42; TL:
4.86. Indices: CI: 92.92; SI: 80.95; MdI: 47.78; (n=1).

As in worker, with modifications expected for this caste and
the following differences: eyes with 10 ommatidia across greatest
diameter; in front view dorsal margin of petiole concave. Propodeum
obliquely striate; propodeal angles reduced; color darker than in
corresponding workers

Distribution and habitat. This species seems to be rare in the
Shivalik range of Northwest Himalaya and was collected from dry
non-forested areas of the region. This is a hypogaeic species and
was found mainly under large stones.

Etymology. The species epithet is Latin for cryptic, in reference to
its cryptobiotic habitat.

Comparative notes. Anochetus cryptus, most resembles Anochetus
evansi, but can be easily separated from it by dentate ventral margin
of medial edge of mandible; strongly sculptured propodeum which
in profile does not form a regular convexity with metanotum, whilst
in the latter inner margin of medial edge of mandible is edentate;

Figs. 7–9. Worker; Anochetus validus sp. nov., 7. head in full-face view; 8. dorsal view;
9. lateral view.

Figs. 10–12. Gyne; Anochetus validus sp. nov., 10. head in full-face view; 11. dorsal
view; 12. lateral view.
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