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INtROduCtION

Recently, sorger & Zettel (2009) established 
the Polyrhachis cyaniventris species group of 
the subgenus Myrma Billberg, 1820 based on 
two Philippine species, P. cyaniventris F. smith, 
1858 and P. pirata sorger & Zettel, 2009. A 
third species, P. baca sorger & Zettel, 2010, was 
subsequently described (sorger & Zettel 2010). 
These ants are unique among Polyrhachis species 
in their strong metallic, usually blue shimmer. 
For a diagnosis and a detailed description of the 
P. cyaniventris-group refer to sorger & Zettel 
(2009). The species group is chiefly distributed in 
the northern parts of the Philippine archipelago. 
Hitherto, records were from the biogeographical 
subregions of Greater Luzon, Greater Mindoro, 
and Greater Mindanao (following the division in 
Ong et al. 2002). 

By the courtesy of Mr Clister V. 
Pangantihon from the University of san Carlos, I 
was able to study new Polyrhachis material from 
surigao del sur Province, which represented an 
undescribed species of the P. cyaniventris-group 
and the southernmost records of the group. It is 
named Polyrhachis viola sp. nov. and is possibly 
conspecific with a gyne called “Polyrhachis sp. 
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A” by sorger & Zettel (2010). In addition, I 
present the first record of P. cyaniventris from 
Cebu, the first occurrence of the species group 
in the biogeographical subregion of Greater 
negros-Panay.

MAtERIAL ANd MEtHOdS

sPECIMEns are dry-mounted on card triangles 
or card squares. Depositories are mentioned in 
the ‘material examined’ section below.
METHODs follow sorger & Zettel (2009). 
specimens were examined with a Leica Wild M10 
stereomicroscope and measurements were taken 
at magnifications of 20× (TL) and 50× (others). 
Measurements were taken from the holotype and 
from the paratype workers with the smallest and 
largest HW. 

MEAsUREMEnTs AnD InDICEs

HW Head width. Maximum width of head, in full-
face view, in front of eyes.

HL Head length, in full-face view, excluding 
mandibles, measured from anteriormost point 
of clypeal margin to posteriormost point of 
medial convexity on vertex. 

CI Cephalic index. HW/HL × 100.
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