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of tergite 1 by very fine longitudinal striation; 
number of setae low, tergite 1 with 2 (1-6) setae, 
tergite 2 with 3 (3-12) setae; setae increasing in 
length and number towards apex of abdomen.

DIsTRIBUTIOn

known only from two sites in the province of 
surigao del norte (Fig. 4).

COMPARATIVE nOTEs

Polyrhachis viola sp. nov. is most similar to P. 
baca sorger & Zettel, 2010 from Central Luzon 
with regard to size, setation and structure of the 
pronotal spines. It differs from that species by its 
more vivid metallic shimmer (tending to violet 
in P. viola sp. nov. and to green in P. baca), the 
presence of longitudinal striation on the entire 
dorsum of the mesosoma (restricted to propodeum 
in P. baca) and anterior third of gastral tergite 1 
(absent in P. baca), larger PPI (135-141 vs 122) 
and by its fine and low transverse propodeal 
ridge (elevated in P. baca). It is possible that 
Polyrhachis viola sp. nov. is conspecific with 
Polyrhachis sp. A of sorger & Zettel (2010) 
known from a gyne from Hikdop Island, surigao 
del norte, but this remains speculation until both 
castes are collected in a nest series.

Polyrhachis (Myrma) cyaniventris F. Smith, 1858

FIRsT RECORD FROM CEBU

1 worker labelled “Philippines: Cebu,\ Cebu City, 
Cantipla-Uno\ 7.11.2010, leg. H. Zettel\ & C.V. 
Pangantihon (526)” (in author’s collection).

nOTEs

Published records of P. cyaniventris are from 
the islands of Luzon, Catanduanes, Mindoro, 
samar, and Leyte (sorger & Zettel 2009). This 
is the first record of the species from Cebu 
Island and from the biogeographical subregion 
of Greater negros-Panay. The single worker 
was collected from the Cantipla watershed area 
in the municipality of Cebu City. The site, one 
of the last naturally forested areas on the island, 
lies at an altitude of ca. 800 m a.s.l. It is known 

for its interesting ant fauna; for example it is the 
type locality of Pristomyrmex cebuensis Zettel, 
2007 (Zettel 2007). Polyrhachis cyaniventris 
must be relictual and extremely rare in the 
area, given that the forest was intensively 
studied for its ant fauna in the past, including a 
survey of Polyrhachis species (Pangantihon & 
Andrade 2008), without records of this species. 
Although the importance of the collection was 
recognised in the field, no further specimens of 
P. cyaniventris could be obtained. 

The occurence of P. cyaniventris is 
another indicator that the fauna of Cebu is 
influenced not only by the western Visayas (as 
part of the Greater negros-Panay region; see 
Ong et al. 2002), but also by the eastern Visayas 
(Greater Mindanao region).

ACKNOwLEdGEMENtS

Thanks to Clister V. Pangantihon (University of 
san Carlos, Cebu City) for making the material 
available; to Harald Bruckner (Vienna) for preparing 
the stacked digital images; and to Chris J. Burwell 
(Queensland Museum) for valuable comments 
which helped to improve the manuscript.

REFERENCES

Ong Ps, Afuang LE and Rosell-Ambal RC (eds.), 
2002. Philippine Biodiversity Conservation 
Priorities: A Second Iteration of the National 
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan. De part-
ment of Environment and natural Resources; 
Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau; Con ser-
vation International Philippines, Biodiversity 
Conservation Program; University of the 
Philippines, Center for Integrative and 
Development studies; and Foundation for 
the Philip pine Environment, Quezon City, 
Philippines, 113 pp.  

Pangantihon CV and Andrade GB, 2008. Nesting 
Habits of Polyrhachis Fr. Smith in Cantipla, 
Cebu City, Philippines. Unpublished study, 
University of san Carlos, Cebu City, 12 pp.

smith F, 1858. Catalogue of Hymenopterous Insects in 
the Collection of the British Museum. Part VI. 
Formicidae. British Museum, London, 216 pp.

sorger DM and Zettel H, 2009. Polyrhachis (Myrma) 
cyaniventris F. smith, 1858 (Hymeno ptera: 
Formicidae) and a related new ant species from 
the Philippines. Zootaxa 2174: 27-37.

2 - A further new blue Polyrhachis ant.indd   8 27-Feb-13   11:35:48 AM




