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20. Gaster lighter in colour than head and 
mesosoma; third antennal segment distinctly 
longer than second segment ..........................
..............................................L. roberti Forel 

 — Gaster unicolorous with head and 
mesosoma; second and third antennal 
segment subequal .........................................
........................L. roberti coonoorensis Forel

21. Cephalic dorsum coarsely punctate ..........22
 — Cephalic dorsum smooth and shining 

without punctures .....................................24
22. HW > 0.95 mm; petiolar node broader than 

long; mesosomal dorsum densely punctate ...
.........................................L. jeanettei Tiwari

 — HW < 0.95 mm; petiolar node longer than 
broad;  mesosomal dorsum smooth and shiny 
...................................................................23

23. Body black; mesonotum almost twice as 
wide as long; HW < 0.8 mm; scapes shorter 
sI < 140 .............................L. lattkei sp. nov.

 — Body brown; mesonotum subequal, as 
wide as long; HW > 0.8 mm; scapes longer 
sI > 150 ....................L. transitionis sp. nov. 

24. Body brown; third antennal segment almost 
3x length of second .......L. assamensis Forel

 — Body black; third antennal segment ≤ 2x 
length of second ........................................25

25. Anterior clypeal margin laterally sinusoid, 
with apex transverse and dentate ..................
........................................L. chinensis (Mayr) 

 — Anterior clypeal margin laterally straight, 
with apex bluntly rounded and edentate ...26

26. Head subrectangular in full-face view 
with lateral margins distinctly diverging 
anteriorly; scape short, surpasses posterior 
cephalic border by about one-third its length 
..........................................L. minchinii Forel 

 — Head subquadrate in full-face view with 
subparallel lateral margins; scape long, 
surpasses posterior cephalic border by about 
half its length ................L. peuqueti (André) 

[Leptogenys stenocheilos (Jerdon, 1851) could 
not be placed in this key due to the inadequate 
description and unavailability of the material. 
Leptogenys iridipennis (smith, F., 1858), L. 
carinata Donisthorpe, 1943 and L. longiscapa 
Donisthorpe, 1943, all described based on the 
male caste only, are also excluded.]
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