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terminating in somewhat dorsolaterally flattened, 
broadly based, propodeal spines. Petiole identical 
to worker with marginally shorter spines. 
 sculpturation of head similar to 
worker, finely reticulate-punctate; mesoscutum 
irregularly, rather coarsely rugose, sculpture 
somewhat longitudinally directed posteriorly; 
propodeal dorsum, including spines, finely 
reticulate-punctate. Gaster shagreened, rather 
highly polished. 
 Anterior clypeal margin with several 
longer, golden setae medially and numerous 
shorter setae fringing margin laterally. Head, 
including clypeus, with numerous golden, 
anteriorly inclined, paired hairs. Mesoscutum 
with only two pairs of semierect, medium length 
hairs. Gaster, except dorsum of first tergite, with 
numerous posteriorly inclined, relatively long, 
golden hairs along posterior margins of segments 
and around apex. Very short, appressed, silvery 
or pale golden pubescence only very sparingly 
distributed over most body surfaces. 

Colour virtually identical to that in worker. 

Males present in the KFBG collection. Immature 
stages unknown. 

REMARKs

I was unable to examine the types of P. 
shixingensis, however, its description and 
illustrations, together with the specimens 
collected by J. R. Fellowes and A. G. Radchenko, 
were sufficient to establish the identity of this 
species. Polyrhachis shixingensis is rather similar 
to P. hashimotoi and P. xiphias, with differences 
between all three species discussed in remarks 
section under P. hashimotoi. 

Polyrhachis xiphias Fr. Smith, 1863
(Figs. 3, 8, 9, 11, 14, 15)

Polyrhachis xiphias Fr. smith, 1863: 16. Holotype 
queen. Type locality: nEW GUInEA, Waigiou I. 
(= InDOnEsIA, Pulau Waigeo) (A. R. Wallace), 
OXUM (Type HYM:1064)). 
Polyrhachis xiphias Fr. Smith; Emery, 1925: 185. 
Combination in P. (Hagiomyrma).
Polyrhachis xiphias Fr. Smith; Kohout, 2007: 7. 
Combination in P. (Campomyrma).

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL EXAMINED 

InDOnEsIA, WEsT IRIAn, Waris s of 
Hollandia, 03°30’s, 140°55’E, 400 – 500 m, 
1-20.viii.19059 (T.C. Maa) (q); PAPUA NEW 
GUINEA, West Sepik Prov., Hayfield nr Maprik, 
03°41’s, 143°03’E, c.150 m, 27-28.vi.1072, 
rainforest, ex rotting wood piece (R. W. Taylor 
acc. 72.498) (w); Gulf Prov., Lakekamu Basin, 
Ivimka Camp, 07.73°s, 146.76°E, 180 m, 26-
31.x.1996, lowland rainforest, Malaise trap (R.R. 
snelling) (w).  

WORKER (not previously described) 

Dimensions: TL c. 6.00-6.80; HL 1.50-1.72; HW 
1.40-1.59; CI 91-94; SL 1.62-1.78; SI 110-117; 
PW 1.06-1.18; MTL 1.72-1.96 (11 measured)

Anterior clypeal margin medially truncate with 
truncate portion jagged and shallowly notched. 
Clypeus with blunt median carina, straight 
in profile; basal margin only very shallowly 
impressed. Frontal triangle distinct. Frontal 
carinae sinuate, only weakly raised; central area 
relatively wide with shallowly impressed frontal 
furrow. sides of head in front of eyes evenly 
rounding into mandibular bases; behind eyes 
sides rather abruptly and narrowly rounding onto 
virtually flat occipital margin. Eyes moderately 
convex, in full-face view clearly breaking lateral 
cephalic outline. Ocelli lacking. Pronotum in 
dorsal view with lateral margins rounded with 
only indication of rather blunt humeral angles in 
some specimens. Promesonotal suture distinctly 
impressed; mesonotum with lateral margins 
converging towards distinct metanotal groove. 
Propodeal dorsum with lateral margins weakly 
divergent, terminating posteriorly in more-or-
less dorsally flattened spines; inner margins of 
spines continuous medially, forming an inverse 
‘U’-shaped carina separating propodeal dorsum 
from steeply descending declivity. Petiolar node 
with anterior and posterior faces subparallel; 
dorsum of petiole with a pair of blunt, posteriorly 
directed, intercalary teeth and relatively short, 
divergent spines. Anterior face of first gastral 
segment straight at base, only marginally higher 
than full height of petiole, narrowly rounding 
onto dorsum.
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