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QUEEn 

Dimensions (holotype cited first): TL c. 10.89, 
10.33; HL 2.47, 2.40; HW 1.99, 2.03; CI 80, 84; 
SL 2.32, 2.31; SI 116, 114; PW 1.66, 1.72; MTL 
2.72, 2.65 (2 measured)

Queen very similar to worker with usual characters 
of full sexuality and shorter propodeal spines. 
Mesoscutum relatively low with flat dorsum; 
mesoscutellum not elevated above dorsal plane 
of mesosoma. sculpturation of head distinctly 
finer than in worker; mesoscutum very finely, 
longitudinally striate anteriorly, striae somewhat 
less distinct posteriorly; mesoscutellum very 
finely striate. Propodeum very finely reticulate-
punctate. Gaster shagreened, rather highly 
polished. Pilosity and pubescence almost 
identical to that in worker. Colour similar to that 
in worker, only legs distinctly darker, medium 
reddish-brown.

Males and immature stages unknown.

REMARKs

Polyrhachis xiphias is quite similar to both the 
other species of the group, P. hashimotoi and P. 
shixingensis, but can be easily distinguished by the 
more convex eyes, more-or-less distinct, though 
rather blunt, humeral angles and divergent petiolar 
spines. In contrast, the other two species have 
distinctly flatter eyes, smoothly rounded pronotal 
humeri and subparallel petiolar spines.
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