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mesosomal length. The basic morphometric 
data are presented in Table 1. Morphological 
terminology for measurements and indices 
(given in micrometres) includes: 

HL Head length: The length of the head 
capsule, excluding the mandibles, 
measured in full-face view in a straight 
line from the middle of the anterior 
clypeal margin to the middle of the 
occipital margin. The head has to be 
carefully tilted to the position with the 
maximum length.

HW Head width: Maximum measurable head 
width; this is either across eyes or the 
head capsule width behind the eyes, seen 
in transmitted light to measure the real 
cuticular surface and not the pubescence 
surface.

sL scape length: The maximum straight-
line length of the scape, excluding the 
basal constriction or neck that occurs 
just distal to the condylar bulb.

EL Eye length: The largest diameter of the eye 
across all structurally-visible ommatidia, 
irrespective of the pigmentation status.

EW Eye width: The smaller diameter of 
the eye, measured perpendicular to 
the dimension of the EL and across 
structurally defined ommatidia.

ML Mesosomal length: The length of the 
mesosoma in profile, from the neck shield 
to the posterior margin of propodeal 
lobes.

Hs number of standing hairs projecting 
> 20 µm from dorsal profile of scape, 
i.e. the number of hairs visible when 
looking at the small diameter of scape 
under transmitted-light conditions. The 
always-present hairs on the distal apex 
are not counted and the number refers to 
one scape.

HHT number of standing hairs projecting 
> 20 µm from extensor profile of one 
hind tibia seen in transmitted light. The 
always-present hairs on distal apex are 
not counted and the number refers to one 
tibia.

PDCL Average pubescence distance on clypeus. 
The number n of pubescence hairs 
crossing or touching a measuring line 
of length l is counted. PDCL is then l/n 
and given in µm (arrow in Fig. 2, seifert 
1992).

UHL Length of longest standing-hair on 
underside of head.

PnHL Length of longest standing-hair on 
pronotum.

CI - Cephalic index: HL/HW×100
EI - Eye index: EL/HW x 100
sI1 - scape index 1: sL/HL×100
sI2 - scape index 2: sL/HW×100
Hs - Head size: HL + HW/2

Table 1. Morphometric data of the new species 
showing arithmetic mean and standard deviation; 
minimum and maximum values are in brackets. The 
number below the species name gives the number of 
measured specimens.

L. elevatus
(n = 35)

HL 777.142 ± 34.177 [730, 850]
HW 703.149 ± 36.684 [670, 800]
sL 592.0 ± 28.574 [550, 660]
EL 74.743 ± 9.799 [66, 90]
EW 55.543 ± 6.723 [48, 72]
ML 855.714 ± 54.410 [780, 970]
CI 110.579 ± 1.972 [107.69, 113.04]
EI 10.60 ± 0.939 [9.56, 12.33]
sI1 176.178 ± 2.801 [72.29, 78.57]
sI2 284.252 ± 2.801 [78.20, 88.23]
Hs 740.143 ± 34.905 [700, 820]

SPECIES ACCOUNT

Lasius elevatus sp. nov. (Figs. 1 – 6):

Material examined. Holotype worker: India, 
Himachal Pradesh, Bharmour, 32.4428n, 
76.5479E, 1845m above m.s.l., 03.vii.2010 (coll. 
Irfan Gul). Paratypes: 10 workers, same data as 
holotype; 15 workers India, Himachal Pradesh, 
Naggar, 32°07′N, 77°10′E, 1700m, 26.vi.2010; 
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