
55Lasius elevatus, a new ant species of the subgenus Cautolasius (Hymenoptera: Formicidae)

Figs. 1 – 3. Lasius elevatus sp. nov. (Large worker), 
worker (1) Head, dorsal view; (2) Body, lateral view;  
(3) Body, dorsal view.

EW 54; ML 800; Hs 720; CI 108.69; EI 9.56; sI1 
74.67; sI2 81.16
 Head: Head roughly rectangular in full-
face view (CI 107.69-113.04); occipital margin 
flat; occipital corners round; a few occipital setae 
present (longest 78 µm) but not reaching to hind 
margin of eyes; lateral sides of head more-or-less 
parallel, somewhat narrowing anteriorly; anterior 
clypeal margin broadly convex, clypeal carina 
variable but on average less clearly developed; 
lateral clypeal profile convex; eyes almost round, 
size rather intermediate between that of Lasius 
alienoflavus Bingham and Lasius talpa Wilson 
(EI 9.56-12.33);  mandibles triangular, the 
masticatory margin with 7 to 8 teeth, including 
denticles; antennae 12-segmented, scape reaching 
distinctly to the occipital margin. 
 Mesosoma, Petiole and Gaster: 
Mesosoma with weakly convex promesonotal 
dorsum; propodeal dome more conic than 
hemispheric, as high as mesonotum; area between 
propodeal spiracle and metapleural gland without 
setae; in frontal view petiole node with feebly 
convex sides, narrowing towards the crest and 
weakly convex to feebly emarginate dorsal crest, 
in profile with straight or slightly convex anterior 
face and straight posterior face; gaster more-or-
less ovate.
 sculpture and pilosity: In general body 
smooth and fairly shining with scattered pilosity; 
head and mesosoma with shallow micropunctures; 
body covered with suberect to erect setae, 
more abundant and longest on gaster (140 µm); 
cuticular surface covered with smooth and rather 
dense pubescence; gena without standing hairs 
or setae; scape with subdecumbent to decumbent 
pubescence, a few setae present at the proximal 
end; hind tibia pubescence smooth, setae are 
normally present at the proximal end.  
 Colour: The species is light to dark 
yellow in colour; the masticatory margin is dark 
brownish and the eyes are black; pubescence 
pale-yellow.

Etymology. The species is named for its high-
altitude habitat. 

Distribution and habitat. The species has been 
collected from the north-West range of the Indian 
Himalayas, in Himachal Pradesh. The specimens 

9 workers Manali, 32.2310n, 77.1910E, 1845m 
above m.s.l., 17.vi.2010. hand picking (coll. 
Irfan Gul). 

Description of worker. Morphometric data of 
the holotype: HL 750; HW 690; sL 560; EL 66; 
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