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Comparative notes. Lasius elevatus sp. nov. is 
significantly different from previously reported 
species of this genus due to the following 
combination of characters: unique size of eyes, 
structure of petiole, head length, head width, scape 
length (Table 1) and pilosity of the body. It most 
resembles L. talpa Wilson, and comes somewhat 
close to L. alienoflavus Bingham. It can be easily 
differentiated from the former as in L. talpa the 
setae are very dense and are distributed all over the 
body including scapes, tibiae and genal margins 
(Wilson 1955), while in L. elevatus the setae are 
more sparse and absent on the genal margins. In 
L. alienoflavus, the dorsal crest of the petiole is 
flat (relatively convex in L. elevatus), the eyes are 
much larger (EL > 120 µm, cf. EL < 90 µm in 
elevatus), and EW, sL, HL and HW are all greater 
than in elevatus. Within the Cautolasius subgenus 
it can be separated from the widely-distributed 
Lasius flavus (Fabricius) by the size of the apical 
and penultimate segments of the maxillary 
palps. In L. elevatus the preapical segment is 
shorter than the apical segment (Apical VI 60-73 
µm; Preapical V 40-52 µm) but in L. flavus the 
preapical segment is larger than or equal in size 
to the apical segment (Wilson 1955). 

Key to the known species of Lasius from the 
Indian Himalayas based on the worker caste
1. Eyes small, eye length one-sixth or less the 

length of lateral cephalic margin; colour 
yellow to yellowish brown .........................2

 — Eyes larger, eye length more than one-
fifth the length of lateral cephalic margin; 
colour pale brown to black .........................7

2. Gena curving inwards below eyes to close-
set mandibular insertions; petiole low and 
thick, subconical in side view with rounded 
dorsal crest; queen exceedingly small (HW 
760-790 µm) ..........Lasius carniolicus Mayr

 — Genal margins straight or curving gently 
to wide-set mandibular insertions; petiole 
tapering dorsally in side view; queen larger 
in size (HW > 790 µm) ...............................3

3. Petiole, in frontal view, with deeply emarginate 
dorsal crest ...............Lasius bicornis Foerster 

 — Petiole, in frontal view, with unbroken 
dorsal crest or with shallow emargination ..
.....................................................................4Figs. 4 – 6. Lasius elevatus sp. nov. (small worker), 

worker (4) Head, dorsal view; (5) Body, lateral view; 
(6) Body, dorsal view.

were collected from soil and under stones by 
hand-picking. In Manali the area was forested, 
beside a river with a good amount of moisture 
in the soil. It was a dense pine forest with little 
undergrowth. The nest was a few inches deep. 
The other two localities were also forested areas 
with scarce undergrowth; the collection at these 
was on a hill slope mostly covered by grasses.
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