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Worker diagnosis:
With head in full-face view, antennal scape not surpassing posterior cephalic margin; dorsum of head and 
mesosoma not finely striate; dorsum of the body with erect slender hairs and pubescence; basal half of antennal 
scape rounded; dorsal outline of mesosoma not forming a continuous convexity; distinct angle discernable between 
propodeal dorsum and declivitous surface; petiole nodiform, not anteroposteriorly flattened; anterior half of fourth 
abdominal tergite (gastral tergite 2) mostly smooth and shiny between large punctures.

Worker measurements (n=116): HL: 1.38–2.29, HW: 1.19–2.01, CI: 85–95, SL: 0.92–1.69, SI: 72–87, PW: 
0.95–1.71, WL: 1.64–2.89, NL: 0.65–1.05, NW: 0.79–1.26, NH: 0.95–1.54, DNI: 110–137, LNI: 130–169.

Description:
Worker. In full-face view head widest at or slightly behind level of eyes; sides somewhat convex, but weakly 
converging in front of eyes; shape of posterior margin variable, ranging from straight to strongly medially excised. 
Compound eyes either large and moderately protruding, or small with diameter less than half of maximum 
diameter of scape; with head in full-face view, eyes breaking lateral margins of the head. Antennal scape 
subcylindrical, with rounded leading edge, and not surpassing posterior margin of head. Anterior clypeal margin 
truncate and either straight or slightly concave. Mandibles triangular, apical margins armed with seven to nine teeth 
and denticles. With mesosoma in profile, the dorsal outline not forming a continuous convexity, propodeal dorsum 
meeting declivity at a distinct angle; mesopleural sulcus usually indistinct and incomplete. Petiole nodiform; in 
lateral view, anterior face, dorsum, and posterior face meet in a rounded angle. With petiole node in dorsal view, 
posterior margin straight or medially excised. Hind basitarsus nearly rounded and not flattened dorsoventrally, 
basal half of inside surface not concave. 

Mandibles longitudinally striate and covered with sparse piligerous punctures. Dorsum of head finely 
reticulate-punctate or reticulate rugulose, superimposed by punctures or setae-bearing foveolae; sides with less 
defined sculpture, but finely reticulate-punctate or reticulate-rugulose, interspersed with small piligerous pits. 
Mesosoma and petiole node with variable sculpture, dorsally ranging from coarsely densely punctate to 
reticulate-rugose or irregularly punctate, interspersed with quite closely spaced smaller punctures; generally fine 
striations running to bottom of large punctures. For lateral portions, sculpturing varies from finely rugulose to 
transversely striate with scattered punctures. Propodeal declivity smooth and shiny or with granular surface. 
Third and fourth abdominal tergites covered with large, shallow punctures, interspaces either smooth and shiny 
or covered with fine, small punctures; in some specimens the large punctures are irregularly spaced and much 
more accentuated. Dorsum of body covered with erect slender or suberect thick hairs, which are reduced in 
number or absent on the antennal scape and legs. Pubescence on the third and fourth abdominal tergites either 
dense, sparse, or lacking. Body colors range from ferruginous red to reddish brown through dark brown to black 
with lighter appendages.

Queen. Measurements (n=14): HL: 1.53–2.18, HW: 1.41–2.09, CI: 89–98, EL: 0.28–0.42, OI: 17–21, SL: 
1.02–1.66, SI: 72–82, PW: 1.21–1.87, WL: 2.36–3.45, NL: 0.63–1.02, NW: 0.94–1.34, NH: 0.92–1.35, DNI: 
130–153, LNI: 129–146. Winged queens and ergatoids are present in cambouei and its variants. Ergatoid queens 
and workers look very similar, but the former have ocelli and incomplete thoracic sclerites while the body of alate 
queens is noticeably larger in general. 

Variation:
Pachycondyla cambouei shows a remarkable range of phenotypic diversity. To faciliate discussion of this diversity, 
the morphological characters of the worker caste are divided into seven forms on the basis of the shape of the 
occipital corner, the posterior margin of the head, the size of the eyes, the form of the mesosoma, and the 
abundance of pubescence on the fourth abdominal tergites. However, there is no simple pattern to the degree of 
variation of these forms. Specifically, a few forms have very restricted geographic boundaries while others show a 
wide distribution along the humid forests of Madagascar. Each form of P. cambouei is described below:

Form 1 (Figs 10, 15, 18, 22, 24–25, 53). Worker measurements (n=35 workers): HL: 1.75–2.17, HW: 
1.59–1.99, CI: 88–95, SL: 1.24–1.57, SI: 75–85, PW: 1.23–1.67, WL: 2.15–2.89, NL: 0.82–1.02, NW: 0.96–1.24, 
NH: 1.16–1.54, DNI: 110–130, LNI: 130–157.

This form corresponds to the typical P. cambouei, which is distinguished by much larger eyes, medially excised 
posterior cephalic margin and normal shape of head and mesosoma, medially excised posterior margin of petiole, and 


