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Discussion:
Pachycondyla perroti is recognized by the following combination of characters: continuous convexity of the dorsal 
outline of its mesosoma, nearly rounded junction of the propodeal dorsum and declivity, strong median excision of 
the posterior cephalic margin, and strongly concave anterior margin of clypeus.

Along its geographical range, P. perroti shows a large range of phenotypic variation. Based on these 
morphological variations, and the scarcity of specimens collected earlier in Madagascar, this species likely misled 
taxonomists, who erected a separate subspecies, P. perroti admista Forel, for a different populations. Forel (1892) 
had to decide on the species-level status of admista without being able to compare it with the type of P. perroti or 
with additional samples of P. perroti throughout its range. However, the large number of samples of P. perroti
collected during recent ant inventories in Madagascar, covering most of this ant’s distributional range, present 
evidence to synonymize the subspecies perroti admista under P. perroti. 

Distribution and biology:
Pachycondyla perroti is endemic to Madagascar, generally occurs in the humid habitats in the east of the island, 
ranging from the littoral region to the mountaintops, as well as the transitional forests of the Ampasindava 
peninsula (Ambilanivy Forest) and Daraina in the western slope of the northern part of the island (Fig. 60). This 
species is also known to occupy secondary and disturbed habitats. Although the large size of the species offers an 
opportunity for behavioral studies, very little is known about its biology. Field work over the past 15 years has 
found this species foraging most frequently on the ground and in leaf litter, and very rarely on lower vegetation. It 
usually nests in rotten logs, soil layers, or rarely tree stumps.

Other material examined:
MADAGASCAR: Antsiranana: Ambohitsara, 10 km SW Antalaha (MCZC); Chutes de la Mort (E.S. Ross) 
(MCZC); 10 km Cap Est, 5 km W, -15.36667, 50.43333, 20 m, lowland secondary forest (B.L. Fisher) (MCZC); 14 
km W Cap Est, Ambato, -15.29128, 50.33803, 100 m, secondary rainforest (G.D. Alpert) (MCZC); 2.0 km S 
Andrakata, -14.65, 49.71667, 520 m, disturbed rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); 30 km N Antalaha, 3 km W of a 
hill (G.D. Alpert) (MCZC); 5 km SW Antalaha, -14.93806, 50.26167, 50 m, secondary forest (G.D.Alpert) 
(MCZC); 5 km SW Antalaha, secondary forest (G.D. Alpert) (MCZC); RS Anjanaharibe-Sud, 6.5 km SSW 
Befingotra, -14.75, 49.5, 875 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); Ampasindava, F d'Ambilanivy, 3.9 km 181° S 
Ambaliha, -13.79861, 48.16167, 600 m, rainforest (Fisher, Griswold et al.) (CASC); Betaolana Forest, 
Ambodihazovolabe village along Ambolokopatrika River, -14.54484, 49.45163, 740 m, disturbed forest patch next 
to tavy (B.L. Fisher et al.) (CASC); F Ambanitaza, 26.1 km 347° Antalaha, -14.67933, 50.18367, 240 m, rainforest 
(B.L. Fisher) (CASC); F d' Antsahabe, 11.4 km 275° W Daraina, -13.21167, 49.55667, 550 m, tropical dry forest 
(B.L. Fisher et al.) (CASC); Fotodriana, Cap Masoala, -15.69694, 50.27028, 25 m, rainforest (G.D. Alpert) 
(MCZC); Marojejy RNI. #12, -14.44533, 49.78564, 375 m, rainforest (G.D. Alpert) (MCZC); PN Marojejy, 
Manantenina River, 27.6 km 35° NE Andapa, 9.6 km 327° NNW Manantenina, -14.435, 49.76, 775 m, rainforest 
(B.L. Fisher) (CASC); PN Marojejy, Manantenina River, 28.0 km 38° NE Andapa, 8.2 km 333° NNW 
Manantenina, -14.43667, 49.775, 450 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); PN Marojejy, -14.43817, 49.774, 488 m, 
rainforest (Rin'Ha, Irwin) (CASC); PN Montagne d'Ambre, 3.6 km 235° SW Joffreville, -12.53444, 49.1795, 925 
m, montane rainforest (Fisher, Griswold et al.) (CASC), PN Montagne d'Ambre, Antomboka, -12.51269, 9.17807, 
970 m, montane rainforest (B.L. Fisher et al.) (CASC); RS Manongarivo, 10.8 km 229° SW Antanambao, -
13.96167, 48.43333, 400 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); RS Manongarivo, 12.8 km 228° SW Antanambao, -
13.97667, 48.42333, 780 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); Fianarantsoa: F d'Ambalagoavy Nord, Ikongo, 
Ambatombe, -21.8275, 47.33889, 625 m (R. Harin'Hala & M.E. Irwin) (CASC); PN Ranomafana, Miaranony 
Forest, 700 m, montane forest (E. Rajeriarison) (MCZC); Mahajanga: RS Marotandrano, Marotandrano 48.3 km S 
Mandritsara, -16.28322, 48.81443, 865 m, transition humid forest (B.L. Fisher et al.) (CASC); Toamasina: 19 km 
ESE Maroantsetra, -15.48333, 49.9, 350 m, rainforest (P.S.Ward) (MCZC); 5.3 km SSE Ambanizana, Andranobe, -
15.66667, 49.96667, 600 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); 6.3 km S Ambanizana, Andranobe, -15.6813, 
49.958, 100 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher) (CASC); Ile Sainte Marie, F Kalalao, 9.9 km 34° Ambodifotatra, -16.9225, 
49.88733, 100 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher et al.) (CASC); Mahavelona (Foulpointe); -17.66667, 49.5, sandy forest 
(A. Pauly) (CASC); Montagne d'Akirindro 7.6 km 341° NNW Ambinanitelo, -15.28833, 49.54833, 600 m, 
rainforest (Fisher, Griswold et al.) (CASC); Montagne d'Anjanaharibe, 18.0 km 21° NNE Ambinanitelo, -


