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Mandibles coarsely striate with piligerous punctulae. Dorsum of head densely and finely reticulate-rugulose, 
interspersed with scattered punctures. Dorsal surface of mesosoma coarsely punctate or densely and finely 
reticulate-rugulose, superimposed with variable-sized punctures; lateral portion with compact and fine reticulate-
rugulation and scattered punctures; propodeal declivity generally smooth. Dorsal surface of node covered with 
sparse, large and shallow punctures; sides coarsely, shallowly punctate with effaced rugulation. Gastral tergite 
smooth and shiny between widely spaced, shallow punctures or with dense, small punctures. Brown, slender, erect 
hairs and pubescence present on dorsum of head and body. Integument dark brown to black, with lighter shade on 
appendages.

Queen and male castes are unknown for this species.

Discussion:
Pachycondyla planicornis is very similar to P. cambouei and P. perroti, but it can be distinguished by the fact that 
the basal half of its antennal scape is dorsoventrally flattened and its hind tibia is laterally compressed. It is a 
locally rare species even though its geographical range on Madagascar is quite large.

Distribution and biology:
Pachycondyla planicornis is a rare species, restricted geographically to the mesic forests of eastern Madagascar 
(Fig. 61). It is only known from lowland forest of the PN Marojejy and Betaolana (along Bekona River) in the 
northeast of the island, through the sandy forest of Mahavelona (Foulpointe) in the east, to the montane rainforest 
of the PN Ranomafana in the southeast. Collection data indicate that foraging is carried out on the ground surface, 
and nests are located mainly in rotten logs.

Other material examined:
Antsiranana: Marojejy, dense forest (J.M. Betsch) (MCZC); PN Marojejy,-14.4382, 49.774, 487 m, rainforest 
(Rin'Ha, Irwin) (CASC); Makirovana Forest, -14.1707, 49.9541, 415 m, rainforest (B.L. Fisher et al.) (CASC); 
Fianarantsoa: Belle Vue trail, Ranomafana National Park, -21.2665, 47.42017, 1020 m, mixed tropical forest (R. 
Harin'Hala) (CASC); Toamasina: Mahavelona (Foulpointe); -17.66667, 49.5, in sandy forest (A. Pauly) (CASC). 

Pachycondyla tavaratra Rakotonirina and Fisher, sp. n. 
(Figures 3, 38–39, 62)

Holotype worker: Antsiranana, Forêt de Binara, 9.1 km 233° SW Daraina, -13.26333, 49.60333, 650–800 m, under 
stone, rainforest, 4 Oct 2003 (B.L. Fisher et al.), collection code: BLF09750, specimen code: CASENT0077442 
(CASC).

Paratypes: 4 workers with the same data as holotype but specimen coded: CASENT0077438, 
CASENT0077440, CASENT0247228, CASENT0247229 (BMNH, MHNG, CASC).

Worker diagnosis:
Larger species (HW: 2.49–3.13 mm), antennal scape reaching the posterior margin of head; anterior margin of 
clypeus broadly triangular; eyes extending beyond the lateral border of head; dorsum of head and mesosoma finely 
striate, with sparse punctures; stout erect hairs on dorsum of mesosoma and petiole node erected relative to the 
body surface.

Worker measurements (n=7): HL: 3.05–3.13, HW: 2.55–2.73, CI: 84–88, SL: 1.91–2.09, SI: 99–104, PW: 
1.91–2.09, WL: 4.11–4.46, NL: 1.35–1.50, NW: 1.35–1.62, NH: 1.67–1.85, DNI: 100–114, LNI: 116–130.

Description
Worker. Head approximately longer than broad, sides convex and broadest around level of eyes, posterior cephalic 
margin almost straight. Eyes generally large, breaking outline of sides of the head. Scape elongate, reaching 
posterior margin of head. Anterior margin of clypeus projecting into triangular median lobe, which makes a blunt 
angle with mandibular surface when head is viewed in profile. Mandibular masticatory margins armed with eight to 


