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Genus Dinoponera Roger, 1861
http://species-id.net/wiki/Dinoponera

Family Formicidae, subfamily Ponerinae, tribe Ponerini. Described by Perty (1833) 
as Ponera gigantea. Defined as a genus by Roger (1861) (Type species: Dinoponera 
gigantea)

Diagnosis. Size (TBL > 2.5cm) can easily distinguish Dinoponera from other worker 
ants. Two laterally projecting clypeal teeth (Fig. 1A) and rows of spines on the py-
gidium and hypopygidium will further distinguish this genus. The gamergates of Dino-
ponera are not distinct from workers in their external morphology (Haskins and Zahl 
1971, Araujo et al. 1990, Paiva and Brandão 1995, Monnin and Peeters 1998). True 
gynes have not been found in this genus.

Description of the worker. Abundant setae; black integument, ranges from 
smooth and shiny with no microsculpturing, to finely micropunctate or scaled de-
pending on species (Fig. 12). Head: Mandibles long and curved posteriorly in side 
view; seven large teeth; erect setae on dorsum. Ventral surface of head with sparse de-
cumbent and subdecumbent setae; may have fine striations depending on species; Pa-
pal formula 4, 4; large bilobed labrum. Clypeus with two laterally projecting teeth on 
anterior edge, clypeus bulging medially, extending posteriorly between frontal lobes, 
anterior edge with row of long setae; sparse appressed setae from distal edges to medial 
area of clypeus. Area posterior to clypeus with varying amounts of striation. Tento-
rial pits apparent. Frontal lobes raised and conspicuous, with striations at posterior 
constriction. Antennae: geniculate, 12 segments, all with flagellate setae; scape long, 
extending past posterior border of head; funiculus covered in minute appressed pu-
bescence. Gena depressed medially of eye; dense appressed setae on the antero-lateral 
sides of the head; covered in conflected punctulate sculpturing. Eyes large, elliptical 
with slight depression (ocular ring) around circumference. Frons with large pads of 
long flagellate pubescence (lost in older or poorly curated specimens). Median fur-
row running from posterior termination of clypeus, between frontal lobes to center of 
frons, terminates in shallow pit in most specimens. Entire head covered in long flagel-
late subdecumbent setae (Fig. 1A). Mesosoma: in lateral view weakly convex; covered 
in long subdecumbent to erect flagellate pilosity and dense pubescence; pronotal disc 
with slight bulges; promesonotal suture distinct, suture between mesopleuron and pro-
podeum distinct; mesonotum fused with propodeum and episternum, separated by 
slight furrows; basilar sclerite large, ovaloid; propodeum with broadly rounded dorsal 
outline, dorsal surface gradually curves into posterior face (Fig. 2); propodeal spiracle 
forms nearly vertical slit; sulcus running from center of propodeum along lower edge 
of propodeal spiracle to posterior edge of propodeum at dorsal edge of bulla, patches 
of short white pubescence at curved posterior border of pronotum and basilar sclerite. 
Legs long, covered in long setae with short, stiff pubescence. One well-developed, 

http://species-id.net/wiki/Dinoponera

