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with 3 longitudinal carina; small tegula over insertion of forewing; scutellum domed, 
side with vertical carina, dorsal surface smooth; basilar sclerite under hind wing re-
duced; fused mesopleuron, separated by furrow into anepisternum and katepisternum; 
metanotum exposed between scutellum and propodeum, reduced; dorsal face of pro-
podeum shorter than posterior face, rounded into posterior face; coxa large, conical 
(Fig. 3). Wings: covered in minute pubescence, venation as shown in Figure 5. Legs: 
one well-developed, antennae cleaning, pectinate spur on foreleg; one spine-like and 
one less developed denticular comb on mesothoracic tibia; one spine and one comb-
like spur on hind tibia. Posterior side of fore basitarsus with dense pads of golden setae; 
tarsal claws bidentate. Petiole: narrow attachments at base to propodeum and gaster; 
petiolar node humped dorsally, subpetiolar process anteriorly triangular. Gaster: large, 
cylindrical, covered in fine silvery pubescence; pygidium terminating in spine poste-
riorly, with short cerci; hypopygidium with long fine erect setae, tabular subgenital 
plate with posterior end truncated, often emarginated. Genitalia (Figs 6–11): basal 
ring with dorso-anterior loop structures; parameres long, rounded, with emarginated 
ventro-basal edge (Fig. 9); volsella articulated with basiparamere along ventral edge, 
lateral finger-like cuspis volsellaris, medial digitus volsellaris with distal wide toothed 
cusp, basal medial lobe with tooth-like structures varying with species (Fig. 10); penis 
valve of aedeagus roughly triangular and rounded, aedeagal apodeme curved horn-like 
antero-lateral arm structure arising from mid-valve ridge, terminating at interior sur-
face of basiparamere (Fig. 11).

Description of the larvae. A basic description of the larva of D. quadriceps (cited 
as D. grandis mutica) is present in Mann (1916). A detailed description of the egg and 
all larval stages of Dinoponera gigantea are present in Wheeler and Wheeler (1985). The 
following generic description of Dinoponera larvae is from their work:

"Profile pogonomyrmecoid (i.e., diameter greatest near the middle of abdomen, de-
creasing gradually toward anterior end and more rapidly toward posterior end, which is 
rounded; thorax more slender than abdomen and forming a neck, which is curved ven-
trally). Body with numerous (114–160) mammiform tubercles, each with 2–25 short 
simple hairs; body hairs lacking elsewhere. Cranial hairs lacking. Mandible dinoponeroid 
(i.e. narrowly subtriangular in anterior view; anterior portion curved posteriorly; with or 
without medial teeth.)"

Discussion. Dinoponera’s status as a genus is validated as several characters dif-
ferentiate it from other genera. Size (TBL>2.3cm) is the most obvious character dis-
tinguishing Dinoponera. The only other ants with a worker caste approaching this size 
are Paraponera clavata (Fabricius) and the larger Pachycondyla such as P. crassinoda (La-
treille 1802), P. impressa Roger 1861 and P. villosa (Fabricius 1804). Paraponera clavata 
is easily separated by its anvil shaped petiole with a spine on the ventral surface, highly 
sculptured body and deep antennal scrobes. Pachycondyla is regarded as the sister taxa 
to Dinoponera (Kempf 1971, Schmidt 2010). Dinoponera, in addition to their size, are 
distinguishable from Pachycondyla by the presence of two laterally projecting clypeal 
teeth (Fig. 1A) and rows of spines on the pygidium and hypopygidium. Several (n=6) 
specimens have been observed to have a single ocelli in the pit at the termination of 


