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Dinoponera australis Emery
http://species-id.net/wiki/Dinoponera_australis
Figs 4E, J, O, 5D, 9D, 10D, 11D, 13

Dinoponera grandis subsp. australis Emery, 1901: 48, worker, BRAZIL: S. Paulo: Avan-
handava [5 syntypes workers examined, MCSN]; additional syntypes from PARA-
GUAY: Rio Apa, (leg.) Balzan, (leg.); ARGENTINA: Missiones, 1881, Berg (leg.), 
Giabibiri, Misiones, marzo 1884 G. Bove (leg.); Santschi, 1921: 85 (male); raised 
to species, Borgmeier, 1937: 227.

Dinoponera grandis subsp. australis var. brevis Santschi, 1928: 416 , PARAGUAY: Re-
ichensperger (leg.) [type worker examined, NHMB]. Unavailable name, junior 
synonym of D. brevis: Kempf, 1971: 387.

Subspecies. Dinoponera australis bucki Borgmeier, 1937:228. BRAZIL: Rio Grande 
do Sul: Palmeira [types not available].

Dinoponera australis nigricolor Borgmeier, 1937:228. BRAZIL: Goyaz: Campinas 
[types not available].

Worker diagnosis. This species is most easily recognized by the antero-inferior 
corner of pronotum having a distinct tooth-like process (Fig. 1D), the pilosity being 
short and relatively sparse and the integument being finely micro-sculptured and dull 
(Fig 12B). In addition the scape length is shorter than the head width and the total 
body length is under 30 mm. Dinoponera lucida could be confused with D. australis 
in that it also has a tooth-like process on the pronotum and can have a TBL under 30 
mm, but differs in having the smooth and shiny integument, long flagellate hairs on 
lobe and forward slanting dorsal edge of petiole.

Description of the worker. Measurements (mm) (n=21) TBL: 23.42–29.31 
(26.21); MDL: 3.59 – 4.31 (3.88); HL: 4.51–5.64 (4.99); HW: 4.31–5.74 (4.89); 
SL: 4.31–5.02 (4.73); WL: 6.25–7.69 (7.12); PL: 1.79–2.26 (2.03); PH: 2.56–3.28 
(2.90); PW: 1.59–1.95 (1.75); GL: 7.28–9.64 (8.20); HFL: 5.54–6.66 (6.16). A de-
scription of the external morphology of the worker is given by Kempf (1971):

"Antennal scape length equal to, or shorter than head width. Pubescence on front of 
head short and inconspicuous. Gular face of head subopaque, finely reticulate-punctate 
throughout; the fine, arcuate striae variably developed from completely covering the un-
dersurface of head to only vestigially shown antero-laterally or nearly absent. Sides of head 
reticulate-punctate, subopaque. Antero-inferior corner of pronotum dentate. Pronotal disc 
superficially reticulate and quite shining; paired swellings either feeble or distinct. Length of 
hind tibia equal to or less than head length. Petiole, in dorsal view, subquadrate, width over 
length proportion always more than 0.80, notably shorter and broader than in the other 
species; its shape…resembling that of mutica, with the upper anterior and posterior corners 
equally rounded; finely reticulate, somewhat shining; vertical sulcus on posterior surface 
either absent of more rarely vestigial to feebly developed. Terga I and II of gaster either 
reticulate-punctate or more superficially reticulate (in the southern range of the territory) 
and accordingly either subopaque or somewhat shining: fine appressed pubescence lacking 
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