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Dinoponera gigantea (Perty)
http://species-id.net/wiki/Dinoponera_gigantea
Figs 1D, 4A, F, K, 5C, 9C, 10C, 11B, C

Ponera gigantea Perty, 1833: 135, pl. 27, Fig. 3. (worker) BRAZIL: Amazonas, Rio 
Negro [type not found]; Kempf, 1971: 372 (male); combination in Dinoponera, 
Roger, 1861:38.

Ponera grandis Guérin-Méneville, 1838: 206 (worker) [type not found]; combina-
tion in Dinoponera, Roger, 1861:38; junior synonym of gigantea: Roger, 1861: 
38; Kempf, 1971:371. Emery, 1911: 219 (male); Wheeler, G.C. and Wheeler, J. 
1985: 387 (larvae).

Worker diagnosis. Dinoponera gigantea can be distinguished from other Dinoponera 
species by the following combination of character states: antero-inferior corner of pro-
notum with distinct tooth-like process (Fig. 1D); integument finely micro-sculptured 
and not shiny (Fig. 12B); drab pilosity notably dense, long and flagellate; scape length 
longer than head width; total body length over 30 mm. Dinoponera gigantea is the larg-
est species in the genus reaching up to 3.6 cm total body length. Dinoponera gigantea 
can be separated from all but two species by the presence of a tooth-like process on 
the antero-inferior corner of the pronotum. Dinoponera lucida and D. australis have 
a tooth-like process on the pronotum, but are smaller (usually less than 30 mm). In 
addition D. lucida has a shiny integument and D. australis lacks the long, flagellate 
pubescence.

Description of the worker. Measurements (mm) (n=15) TBL: 31.62–36.02 
(34.34); MDL: 4.59–5.35 (4.92); HL: 5.89–6.65 (6.31); HW: 5.74–6.27 (6.00); 
SL: 5.95–6.43 (6.30); WL: 8.71–9.94 (9.35); PL: 2.72–3.06 (2.81); PH: 3.08–3.67 
(3.59); PW: 1.85–2.07 (1.98); GL: 9.43–12.24 (10.94); HFL: 8.10–9.3 (8.74). A de-
scription of the external morphology of the worker is given in Kempf (1971):

"Length of scape exceeding maximum width of head. Pubescence on front of head quite 
dense yet inconspicuous, not concealing the integument. Gular (ventral) surface of head 
reticulate-punctate throughout, very finely striate in front, the striae strongly converging 
mesad toward the anterior border. Sides of head reticulate-punctate, subopaque. Antero-in-
ferior corner of pronotum dentate. Pronotal disc reticulate-punctate, subopaque, the paired 
swellings rather inconspicuous, but the median impression between swellings distinct, integ-
ument irregularly wrinkled. Tarsus I of hind leg longer than maximum head length. Petiole 
reticulate-punctate and subopaque, rectangular in profile, the anterior surface straight to 
slightly concave; the anterior upper corner more narrowly, the posterior corner more broadly 
rounded; posterior surface with the vertical sulcus always distinct; in dorsal view the peti-
ole is decidedly longer than broad, width-length proportion below 0.80. Terga I and II of 
gaster opaque, sharply reticulate-punctate, densely foveolate (from each foveola arises a short 
decumbent hair), with scattered, bristle bearing, larger pints. The appressed pubescence, 
although inconspicuous, is densely spread over the entire terga, stridulatory file on acroter-
gite (portion of tergum that is normally concealed under the overlapping preceding tergum) 
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