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of tergum II short, narrow, inconspicuous, not crossing beyond anterior half of acrotergite 
(hence not easily seen if entire acrotergite is not exposed)."

Male diagnosis. Males of this species are easily recognized by their funiculus which 
is covered in long standing setae (Fig. 4F), shiny dark reddish brown integument and 
the combination of a long pygidial spine (Fig. 4K), volsella with two basal teeth, lobed 
end of digitus volsellaris (Fig. 10C) and deep concavity on the side of the penis valve 
of the aedeagus (Fig. 11C).

Description of the male. A description of the external morphology of the male 
is given in Kempf (1971). Measurements done by Kempf (1971) are included as only 
one male D. gigantea was examined by us while the measurements of Kempf (1971) 
most likely represent the means of the four males examined in that study:

"Measurements in millimeters: total length 22.0; maximum length of head capsule 
2.48; maximum width of head (eyes included) 3.10; maximum diameter of eyes 1.86; 
scape length 0.93; length of funicular articles I: 0.21, II: 1.86; Weber’s length of thorax 
7.12; hind femur length 5.57; hind tarsus I length 5.38; petiole length 2.16, width 1.24, 
height 1.76; tergum I of gaster length 3.09, width 2.88; fore wing length 15.6; hind 
wing length 12.15. Chestnut brown, smooth and shining except funiculi, clypeus, front, 
tibiae and tarsi which are finely punctuate to reticulate-punctate; terga III and following of 
gaster weakly, superficially and finely reticulate. The entire insect covered with long, subde-
cumbent, silky pubescence, except funiculi where the pubescence is minute. Standing hairs 
long and abundant on body, lacking on mid-dorsum of terga II-V of gaster; long hairs on 
scapes rather numerous, length not much longer than twice the diameter of scape…Anterior 
border of labrum rounded, not visibly excised… Pygidial spine long and well developed. 
Parameres (gonostyli) of genitalia in side-view narrow and spear-pointed… Hypopygidium 
(subgenital plate of subandrium) apically rounded…"

Description of male genitalia. Basal ring with wide dorso-anterior loop struc-
tures, dorsal depression on basal ring posterior to cleft between dorso-anterior loops, 
ridge extending from anterior of depression to center; parameres long, narrow, round-
ed spade-shape, emarginated ventro-basal edge (Fig. 9C); volsella with finger-like cus-
pis volsellaris and broad cusp-like digitus volsellaris, cuspis volsellaris with pointed 
end, flange extending on dorsal edge, digitus volsellaris with numerous small circular 
bumps, lobe on postero-dorsal edge, 2 teeth on medial ventro-basal corner of volsella, 
posterior tooth with lobe on posterior edge; penis valve of aedeagus with lateral arm 
of apodeme at anterior border, deep, wide, ventral concavity under ridge at base of 
apodeme, distal edge of valve wedge-shaped, proximal ventral edge of valve ending in 
tooth descending at roughly 45°, ventral edge with large laterally curved lip, serrated 
edge (Fig. 11C), serrations facing laterally on either side of aedeagus in dorsal view 
(similar to penis valve in Fig. 8A).

Distribution. Dinoponera gigantea has been found on the coast of Guyana, in the 
Brazilian states of Amazonas, Pará including Marajo Island, Mato Grosso and Ma-
ranhão as well as the Loreto Province in Perú. Dinoponera gigantea is reported to be 
common in un-flooded forests in the vicinity of Belém, Pará (Kempf 1971, Overal 
1980) (Fig. 13). It is probable that D. gigantea is found in French Guyana, Surinam, 


