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Venezuela and southeastern Colombia because these regions are adjacent to known D. 
gigantea localities and have similar lowland rainforest habitat. However, no specimens 
from these nations are known to us, perhaps as a result of a lack of sampling or the 
range is absent from Colombia and southwestern Venezuela.

A record from Rio de Janeiro (from the CASC) is puzzling as it is disjunct from 
the known range of D. gigantea. The most southeastern locality for D. gigantea is over 
1,480 km to the nearest portion of the state of Rio de Janeiro. In addition, Rio de 
Janeiro is in a well collected area where no other Dinoponera have been found. The 
label reads ‘R.d.Janeiro, Brazil, D. Davis’ and the specimen agrees in all morphological 
characters with D. gigantea. This locality is omitted from the species’ range map (Fig. 
13) because of its questionable nature. If other collections can validate this locality it 
would mean a significant range extension for D. gigantea.

Discussion. Dinoponera gigantea is a valid species with a distinct suite of morpho-
logical characters listed in the diagnosis above. The validity of D. gigantea is strength-
ened by range overlaps with D. longipes and actual sympatry with D. hispida, both with 
no integration of morphological characters.

Material examined. BRAZIL, PARÁ: Belém (6 w, v.1924, FX Williams, LACM, 7 
w, vi.1924, FX Williams, LACM, USNM, 1 w, i.1938, GN Wolcott and LF Martorell, 
USNM, 1 w, 19.ix.1943, MCZC, 1 w, vii.1961, WA Burk, LACM, 1 w, 17.iii.1964, 
CE and ES Ross, CASC, 1 w, 16.ii.1975, ES Ross, CASC, 1 m, 21.vii.1979, JO 
Schmidt, LACM); Belém APEG Forest flight trap (1 w, 29.vii-6.viii.1974, DG 
Young, FSCA); Braganza (1 w, HB Merrill, USNM); Jabaty (1 w, v.1924, JF Illig-
worth, LACM); Marajo Island (3 w, viii–x.1907, HB Merril, FMNH); Mocajuba (1 w, 
9.xii.1926, EG Holt, USNM); Peixe Boi (1 w, viii–x.1907, HB Merrill, FMNH); Río 
Guamá nr. Belém (20 w, 10.xii.1976, CL Hogue, LACM); Tucuruí Margem esq. (1 
w, 16.iii.1979, WL Overal, LACM); Utinga tract nr. Belém (1 w, 2.viii.1962, PF Dar-
lington, MCZC); Souza (2 w, but the 16.ix.1920, LACM, AMNH); locality not speci-
fied (1 w, HB Merrill, LACM); locality not specified (2 w, 1954, WM Mann, LACM, 
USNM), 4 w, Baker, MCZC, CUIC, USNM, 4 w, Thayer Expedition, AMNH, 1 w, 
G Franch, AMNH); RIO DE JANEIRO: locality not specified (1 w, D Davis, CASC); 
State and locality not specified (1 w, HH Smith and T Pergande, USNM). GUYANA, 
CUYUNI-MAZARUNI: Dist. Bartica Kalacoon (1 w, 1916, AMNH).

Dinoponera hispida sp. n.
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http://species-id.net/wiki/Dinoponera_hispida
Figs 1C, G, 2, 13

Worker diagnosis. Distinguished from other species by the following combination of 
character states: conspicuous bristle-like setae covering the entire body but most pro-
nounced on the dorsum of the head, mesosoma, petiole and gaster (Fig. 1C); fine stria-
tions on dorsum of the head; integument smooth and shiny with bluish luster most 
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