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Description of the male. Total length 21mm (Mann 1916) 22 mm (Borgmeier 
1937). A description of the male is given in Emery (1911), Mann (1916), Borgmeier 
(1937), and Kempf (1971). Mann (1916) described the male as follows:

"Head, including the mandibles, as broad as long, very convex behind. Eyes very large 
and long occupying the entire sides of head, the inner border deeply emarginate; ocelli very 
large and convex. Clypeus convex, the anterior border truncate. Mandibles small, pointed at 
apex, with a small tooth at middle of inner border. Antennae a little shorter than the body; 
first funicular joint twice as broad as long; joints 2–11 very long, cylindrical, each slightly 
shorter and more slender than the preceding. Thorax [= mesosoma] robust; scutellum short, 
triangular, broadly rounded at apex. Epinotum [= propodeum] evenly rounded, without 
distinct base or declivity, unarmed. Petiole nearly twice as long as broad, narrowed in front, 
with nearly straight sides; in profile longer than high, flattened above…the anterior slop 
gradual, more abruptly sloping behind, the antero-ventral surface with a broad, triangular 
projection. Gaster long and slender, the three times the breadth. Genitalia prominent; the 
valves board, rounded at apex; cerci long and slender…Wings large extending almost to 
the tip of gaster … Legs very long and slender…Body and legs shining. Antennae opaque, 
coarsely, densely punctured; sparsely pubescent, and having much very long, fine erect hairs, 
which on the apical joints are shorter and confined to the tips; pubescence of apical joint 
more dense than the rest. Thorax (=mesosoma ) with long silky pubescence, most abundant 
on the pleurae, and very fine re erect hairs sparsely distributed node without pubescence, but 
with abundant erect hairs. Gaster with a thick mat of silky pubescence, shorter and finer 
than that of the thorax (=mesosoma); lateral and apical portions with fine erect hairs…
Color rufous, the antennal scape and the first five funicular joints fucous. Wings lightly 
infuscated, veins and stigma reddish brown. Pubescence yellowish white, exempt the long 
antennal hairs which are black."

To this Borgmeier (1937) added that the petiole was “rounded on top”, “the sting 
of the pygidium [=pygidial spine] long; subgential plate with apex slightly concave”, 
and that the wings were 16mm long and “slightly yellowish”. Kempf (1971) noted the 
dorsum of the gaster lacked standing hairs.

Description of the male genitalia. Basal ring with wide, thin dorso-anterior loop 
structures; parameres distinctly long, narrow, rounded end, emarginated ventro-basal 
edge (Fig. 9A); cuspis volsellaris finger-like with few rounded bumps on medial face, 
digitus volsellaris broad cusp-like with numerous small circular bumps, 2 teeth at 
ventro-basal corner of volsella (Fig. 10A); penis valve of aedeagus with lateral arm of 
apodeme at anterior border, slight ventral concavity under ridge at base of apodeme, 
distal edge wedge-shaped, proximal ventral edge of penal valve ending in anterior 
facing tooth, ventral edge with large dorso-laterally curved lip with serrated edge, 
serrations facing laterally on either side of dorsally curved lip (similar to penis valve 
in Fig. 8A).

Distribution. Dinoponera quadriceps is found in the Caatingas, Cerrados, upland 
humid forest and Atlantic forest (Kempf 1971, Paiva and Brandão 1995) in the north-
eastern Brazilian states of Alagoas, Bahia, Ceará, Paraiba, Pernambuco and Rio Grande 
do Norte (Fig. 13).


