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Discussion. Dinoponera quadriceps as characterized by Kempf (1971) is main-
tained as a valid species by our analysis. Dinoponera quadriceps may be confused with 
D. mutica, but has a finely micro-sculptured integument which is not shiny (Fig. 12B), 
lacks gular striations and has a petiole which bulges on the dorso-anterior edge in con-
trast to D. mutica’s roughly microsculptured integument, striated gula and petiole with 
even, non-bulging corners (Fig. 1F).

We also agree with the synonymy of Dinoponera opaca by Kempf (1975) after 
examination of the type. Dinoponera quadriceps and D. mutica differ in micro-sculp-
turing, gular striations and petiole shape. Distribution records show a distance of over 
900 km between the two species, but if specimens are found with an integration of 
characters in the area of Tocantins and northern Goias than these species should be 
synonymized.

Material examined. BRAZIL, ALAGOAS: Pedra (1 w, viii.1939, A Muller, 
AMNH); CEARÁ: Tianguá (1 w, 6.iv.1972, JS Bowman, MCZC); PARÁ: Óbidos 
(1 w, ii.1981, CWEM); Rio Tapajoz region (1 w, viii.1983, CWEM); Santarém (1 w, 
20.v.1984, CWEM); PARAIBA: Independencia (1 w, 1 m, Mann and Heath, USNM, 
2 w, LACM); João Pessoa (4 w, 21.iv.1975, J Kesselring, CASC, 1 w, i.1976, BA 
Bkaul, CWEM); João Pessoa forest of Gargau primary forest on ground 45m (1 w, 
22.i.1981, G Ekis, MCZC); RIO GRANDE DO NORTE: Baixa Verde (2 w, WM 
Mann, USNM, 1 w, gift of Wheeler, MCZC); Ceara-Mirim (1 w, 1 m, WM Mann, 
USNM); Natal (6 w, WM Mann, AMNH, LACM, MCZC, USNM); São José do 
Bonfim (1 w, 22.iii.1945, HT Dalinat, LACM); state not specified, North Piari (1 w, 
vi–vii.1944, L Parker, MCZC).
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Worker. Unknown.
Male diagnosis. Specimens of this species are distinct in several respects. The com-

bination of a bicolored body and head possessing bulging compound eyes and ocelli 
(Fig. 4D) is unique to this species. More definitive is the shape of the aedeagus which 
possesses a large ventral lobe and finger-like serrated flange (Fig. 11B). The short broad 
digitus volsellaris with finely toothed basal lobe (Fig. 10B) is distinctive, as well as the 
paramere shape (Fig. 9B).

Description of the male. Measurements (mm) (n=3) TBL: 16.14–17.09 (16.58); 
HL: 1.90–2.05 (1.98); HW: 2.36–2.51 (2.44); SL: 0.62–0.72 (0.65); EL: 1.23–1.38 
(1.32); EW: 0.72–0.82 (0.79); WL: 5.54–6.05 (5.77); FWL: 13.33–13.63 (13.43); 
HWL: 9.93–10.46 (10.25); PL: 1.44–1.54 (1.49); PH: 1.13–1.23 (1.16); PW: 0.92–
1.13 (1.04); GL: 6.66–7.18 (6.94); HFL: 4.20–4.92 (4.54). Integument: smooth and 
shining; head, mesosoma and petiole dark brown to black; gaster light brown. Head: 
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