
The Aenictus ceylonicus species group (Hymenoptera, Formicidae, Aenictinae)... 173

relatively long, extending beyond 2/3 of head length but not reaching posterolateral 
corner of head. Frontal carina relatively long, slightly extending beyond the level of 
posterior margin of torulus. Parafrontal ridge indistinct, slightly extending beyond the 
level of posterior margin of torulus. Anterior clypeal margin almost straight or feebly 
concave. Masticatory margin of mandible with large acute apical tooth followed by a 
medium-sized subapical tooth, and 5-6 denticles; basal margin almost straight. Maxi-
mum width of gap between anterior clypeal margin and mandibles about 1.8 times 
as broad as maximum width of mandible. Promesonotum convex dorsally and slop-
ing gradually to metanotal groove; metanotal groove indistinct; mesopleuron relatively 
long, not clearly demarcated from metapleuron; metapleural gland bulla relatively 
small, its maximum diameter about 1.8 times as long as distance between propodeal 
spiracle and metapleural gland bulla. Propodeum in profile with straight dorsal out-
line; propodeal junction acutely angulate, overhanging the declivitous face; declivity 
of propodeum seen from back tapering above, shallowly concave, and encircled with 
a thin rim. Petiole in profile trapezoidal, slightly longer than high, with straight dorsal 
outline; anterior slope of petiole seen in profile feebly concave; subpetiolar process low 
with anterior corner angulated and posteroventrally produced into a spine with acute 

Figure 1. Aenictus appressipilosus (paratype). A Head in full-face view B body in dorsal view C body in profile.


